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FROM SELICHOT TO SIMCHAT TORAH



As we prepare for the start of September, I find myself not just preparing for the 
High Holy days but also preparing for a family simcha, our child’s B’nai Mitzvah. It 
is no small task, and the process has given me renewed respect and  love for 
everyone who has undertaken this journey with their own family.

There are so many details to manage, and it’s easy to get caught up in them. It’s 
easy to lose sight of the deeper meaning behind it all. This is especially true for 
many of our 13-year-olds. For them, the experience can be relegated to practicing
Hebrew that they might not understand, an unease in standing in front of people, 
or focus on the party.

As I reflect on all of this, I find myself thinking about how the modern B’nai Mitzvah 
experience is so far removed from its original form. In fact, the earliest Bar Mitzvah (and later, Bat
Mitzvah) traditions would be barely recognizable to us today. The term "Bar Mitzvah" was initially just a
legal designation for any 13-year-old Jewish boy. It wasn’t tied to a ritual or celebration. It signified that a
child had reached the age of religious responsibility, capable of observing mitzvot independently of their
parents. There was no service, no party, and no fanfare.

According to the Mishnah, an ancient Jewish code of law, the prerequisite for becoming a Bar Mitzvah (a
son of the commandments) rested with his father.  This included circumcision, learning Torah, a trade,
and how to swim. That was the foundation. In some ways, it was more comprehensive, but in others, less
performative. 

In regard to the ceremonies, one of the earliest known rituals for becoming a Bar Mitzvah included a
simple aliyah. This dates back to the 4th century. It wasn’t until the Middle Ages, around the 16th and
17th centuries, that it became customary for the family to host a small party. In Poland, a Bar Mitzvah
might offer a brief drash or chant a bit of Torah if he had a good singing voice. Compare that to today,
where many B’nai Mitzvah lead an entire service, chant Torah and Haftarah (sometimes), offer a personal
speech, and participate in a full weekend of celebrations that can feel like a mini-wedding.

As time passed, so did our notion of who to include. The first Bat Mitzvah occurred in 1922, when Judith
Kaplan, daughter of Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan (founder of Reconstructionist Judaism), became the first girl
in America to mark the rite. Widespread adoption of becoming Bat Mitzvah comes about in the 1970s.

In today’s day and age in addition to welcoming women and others who never had the opportunity to
become a bat mitzvah the chance to do so, many progressive Jewish communities, also offer gender-
expansive youth the experience as well. Some have created new titles like Bet Mitzvah (referring to the
Hebrew letter bet, a Hebrew reference to each of the ceremonies that begin with that Hebrew letter) and
B Mitzvah (a reference to same set of titles using an English letter). These ceremonies honor each
individual for who they are as they affirm their connection and commitment to Judaism.

Looking back at where we came from and where traditions originate is always helpful as we continue to
revisit the idea of becoming a B’nai Mitzvah. And it’s equally beautiful to see how those experiences
expand in meaning, inclusivity, and purpose.

For me, reflecting on this long and rich history, I see becoming a B’nai mitzvah as a moment to ask: What
does this mean to you/me? Whether we ask our children, grandchildren, or even ourselves, it is
important to do so. We might also consider what rituals, values, and teachings we want to carry forward
into our Jewish lives. These are powerful questions to consider at any age, and they lie at the heart of
what it means to become a Jewish adult. 

I hope to keep these questions present with both of my boys and for any person who becomes a B’nai
Mitzvah at B’nai Israel Reform Temple. 

And I hope that you will join me in celebrating that query. 

In honor of Isaac’s B’nai Mitzvah,  we would love to celebrate with you, our congregational family, at
Friday night services on September 5th. Join us for a special oneg in honor of this milestone. And as a
bonus, it’s also our very first Early Bird Kabbalat Shabbat, beginning at 6:00 PM. We’d love to see you
there!

Rabbi Rosenthal’s Message





Dear Temple Community,

It is a pleasant Saturday morning, August 9th, as I sit on my patio to write my 
September Bulletin message. Right now, my thoughts are all about our Shabbat 
picnic and how much I thoroughly enjoyed sharing the beautiful evening with 
you and your guests. So many people volunteered their time to make the 
evening special and I just want to acknowledge and thank them. Thank you to 
Leslie Vohwinkel for making sure the Temple grounds were well groomed and 
beautiful. Thank you to those who arrived early and stayed late to attend to the 
many details of the event: Alice and Mike Lambert, Seth and Jeannette Berman,
 Gil and Paige Sacks and their niece Sofia, Joel Silverman, Jay Tuller, Mark 
Wittenberg, Paul Fink, Andrew Yellen, and Natalie Berhumoglu. And, thank you Cantor llana for
leading us in prayer and song along with all those who shared a reading during the service. Finally, we
were all thankful for the beautiful weather!

After thinking about the picnic, I started realizing how “time flies” because we are already preparing
for the September services—starting with our first “early bird” service at 6:00pm on Sept. 5th to
celebrating Selichot, and then the high holidays, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

Yom Kippur has always been my favorite Jewish Holiday. I know that some may think of it as a solemn
day, but to me it is a day of mindfulness and hope. I appreciate the many prayers that speak of facing
challenges, and those that remind us about the importance of justice, kindness and compassion, and
giving. I appreciate the day in Temple when I take a break from daily tasks and my “to do” lists. I can
take a step back and reflect on choices I have made and those I will make. To me, it really is a time for
renewal—we forgive and are forgiven so we are free from worry and any mistakes we might have
made, and we are free to start a new story for the New Year. I look forward to sharing September
services with you.

Shana Tovah,
Fran

President’s Message

MAZEL
TOV

Rabbi Jessica & Chad Rosenthal 
on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Isaac



Off

Up To

Off

Torah Study &
Adult Education

2025
-

2026

September 20
October 4, 18, 25
November 1, 22
December 20
January 10, 24
February 28 (online only)
March 7, 21
April 18
May 9, 16
May 30 (online only)

CLASS SCHEDULE
10:00 am Torah Study
11:00 am Adult Education

Schedule is subject to
change. Please watch
the weekly email,
bulletin, and online
calendar for updates.

631-563-1660

CONTACT 

67 Oakdale Bohemia Rd
Oakdale, NY 11769

www.bnai-israel.org

rabbi@bnai-israel.org

Rabbi Jessica Rosenthal



It’s that time of year again!! In a few weeks, it will be Rosh Hashanah and it will be time for the annual
B’nai Israel Food Drive. As In the past, we will be asking for donations of nonperishable, nutritious
food items. The food will be given to charitable groups that service our communities. In addition to
food, personal hygiene items, disposable diapers, baby formula, and baby food, are badly needed.
Whenever you come to the Temple, (it’s never too early to start) please bring your donations, in
sturdy bags, and put them into the barrels in the lobby or into the coat room.

There are many of us who find it difficult to get out to shop and carry heavy bags to the Temple. Gift
cards sold in every supermarket and pharmacy are the perfect solution. They are easy to shop for,
and they are easy for the recipients to use.

 The need is great in our neighboring communities, and it is also present within our own
congregational family. Many of us have faced illness, loss of jobs, rising food costs, as well as
increased rent and utility costs. We have received more requests than usual for help, and so far we’ve
just been able to accommodate them. A monetary donation into the B’nai Israel Outreach fund will
help us to help others in our own family and community throughout the year.

Some of the organizations that we have helped in the past are: the Chestine Coverdale Sayville Food
Pantry, the Share A Meal Soup Kitchen in Sayville, The Eastern Suffolk Farm Workers, local families,
and many others. It is a great source of pride to be able to help others…to be able to say that B’nai
Israel Temple is there for you.

We’re counting on all of you, just as we always have. Your generosity is just one of the things that
makes our congregation so special. 

As we’re about to enter 5786, let us pray for shalom and love in our community, country, and the
world.

L’Shana Tova!!

Outreach Committee - Alice Lambert

Thank you to everyone
who so generously

donated to the School
Supply Drive!







September 6 : Deuteronomy ch. 21 vs. 10 through ch. 25 vs. 19th

Isaiah ch. 54 vss. 1 through 10

September 13 : Deuteronomy ch. 26 vs. 1 through ch. 29 vs. 8th

Isaiah ch. 60 vss. 1 through 22

September 20 : Deuteronomy ch. 29 vs. 9 through ch. 30 vs. 20th

Isaiah ch. 61 vs. 10 through ch. 63 vs. 9

September 27 : Deuteronomy ch. 31 vss. 1 through 30th

Hosea ch. 14 vss. 2 through 10; Micah ch. 7 vss. 18 through 20; Joel ch. 2 vss. 15-17

Torah & Haftarah Readings

Through the first weekend in August B'nai Israel members, relatives and friends have worked
concession stands at 15 LI Ducks baseball games and earned $22,000 in commissions and tips! Five
games remain on our schedule with the prospect of several additional dates and playoff games
coming up toward the end of the season in September.

We thank our 40 Temple volunteers who have each contributed their time and energy to make this
our #1 fundraiser of the year. Whether working one game or all 15, each and every volunteer made a
difference, and their effort is very much appreciated.
  
There may still be time for newcomers to give it try and join our Ducks team in the cooler fall weather.
For information and remaining game dates, email ducks@bnai-israel.org.
 
  Fundraising Committee 

Long Island Ducks Fundraising Update

Planning for the High Holy Days at B'nai Israel has been underway for some time. Included among the
many considerations that contribute to a successful Holy Day season is the security of our Temple, its
members and guests, during this high-visibility time of the year. Security plans have been reviewed
and updated to include "lessons learned" from the past. Protocols have been shared with and
endorsed by professionals specializing in the safety and security of Jewish facilities 

Temple security volunteers will be on-hand at all services to monitor access to our buildings and
property to ensure that everyone is known to us or properly vetted prior to entry. In addition to
oversite by the Suffolk County Police Department and Auxiliary Police, as in past years, professional
security has been engaged by B'nai Israel to maintain vigil and assist with screening of members and
guests.  

To assist in this effort, we ask for everyone's cooperation. To simplify and expedite entry, please
remember to have your High Holy Day ticket with you for all services and any time you leave and re-
enter the building. Tickets for non-member relatives and guests can be purchased in advance from
the Temple Office.

In the unlikely event of an emergency, please follow instructions provided by security volunteers.
Members who may require some additional time to exit the building are urged to find seating as close
to an exit as possible and have someone available to offer any assistance that may be required. For
everyone's safety, canes, walkers and wheelchairs need to be placed where they do not obstruct
aisles or exits.

Have a safe and secure new year.

B'nai Israel Security Committee     

High Holy Day Security

mailto:ducks@bnai-israel.org
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RELIGIOUS
SCHOOL NEWS

The first day of Religious School are as follows:
     Grades PK-6: Saturday Sept 6th. 
     Grade 7, 8, & HS:  Monday Sept 8th. 
     Grade 9: Monday Sept 15th.

 There will be a bagel breakfast in the Religious School at 9AM on Saturday Sept 6th.
You and your children will have the opportunity to meet other parents and students,
as well as your child’s teacher! You will also receive your child’s class assignment and
calendar for the year! 

THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IS HERE!

We have  a lot of fun activities for the upcoming school year!

October 18th--Movie Night
November 1st--Family Fun Night with Hammer and Stain
December 13th--Chanukah Festival
January 24th-- Family Fun Bowling (TBA)
February 28th--Purim Carnival
March 14th-- Bingo
March 28th--Passover Seders
May 16th--Last day of School Events

Watch your email for all the details!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

If you still have not yet registered your child for Religious
School, it is not too late! You may register at the bagel
breakfast. Download the registration form from the B’nai
Israel website, complete it, and bring it with you to the
Breakfast on Saturday September 6th!

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! 



Announcing Our First-Ever “Table to Temple” Progressive Dinner – November 8th!

We’re excited to introduce a brand-new community tradition — our first-ever Progressive Dinner,
Table to Temple, happening on Friday, November 8th! This special evening will bring us together as
we move from a host home, sharing food, conversation, and connection — and ending the night in
the warm embrace of our Temple community.

RSVPs are absolutely essential — even though it may feel far away! Planning begins now so we can
ensure a smooth, inclusive, and delicious experience for all.

RSVP by emailing swittenberg@coachrealtors.com
 or texting/calling 631.889.1949.

Please include:
Number of adults and children attending
Any food or pet allergies
Any mobility limitations

Don’t miss out on this meaningful new 
tradition  — we look forward to going 
Table to Temple with you!

Suzanne Wittenberg
Membership Chair

by October 17th

mailto:swittenberg@coachrealtors.com


The Leisurely Singles Group met for a bagel and lox breakfast to plan activities for
the next months. Many ideas were discussed and details for the monthly plans will
be sent closer to the events. 

October 12
-Ann M. will coordinate a theater afternoon at Creative Ministries. The play is
Beautiful.
Save the date!

November 16
-Heidi will teach us how to make a piece of beaded jewelry. After we use our hidden
jewelry making talents, we will nosh on pizza.

December 7
-Fran will host a Hanukkah party at her house. Everyone is asked to make a Donation
for Outreach.

January 9
-We will meet for dinner at Saviano’s at 5 pm and attend Shabbat Services at B’nai
Israel after dinner.

February 1
-We will have a book discussion on The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict. Sharon
will lead the discussion at Ann’s house

March 15
-We will meet for lunch and finish planning for the next few months

All single temple members and their friends are welcome to join us for one or more
of the activities. Please reach out to me at 631-495-7511 for questions, concerns or
to share an idea. 

Hope to see you soon.

Barbara Abrams





WE ARE FRIENDS
WE ARE DEVOTEES

WE ARE WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM 
WE ARE SISTERS

Who are we?

We are the heart of B’nai Israel

HOW TO BECOME A SISTER:
SISTERHOOD
MEMBERSHIP $25

20
25

-2
02

6 Name:

Address:

Cell Phone:

Email:

To make lasting friendships
To socialize with other Jewish women
To advocate for and promote Jewish learning
To promote the values of Reform Judaism

FILL OUT THE BOTTOM AND RETURN WITH A
CHECK TO: SISTERHOOD OF B’NAI ISRAEL OR
PAY WITH A CREDIT CARD, ON THE TEMPLE
WEBSITE/SISTERHOOD MEMBERSHIP FORM

We welcome all individuals who wish to be a part of a space centering on Reform Jewish women’s voices 
and experiences.



The Sisterhood Of 
B’nai Israel Reform Temple

Invites you to join us in body or spirit
to walk on Sunday October 19

in Sayville or at Jones Beach

th

To join our team and/or to
donate click here or scan the QR

Code

In honor of our 
mothers, grandmothers, sisters,

friends, and confidants

If you are walking in Sayville please
meet at 10:00AM at the end of

Foster Avenue

If you want to walk at Jones Beach,
it will be at Field 5 @ 7AM

We can meet and form carpools.
You can email me at psacks2@gmail
if you are interested in walking at

Jones Beach

http://main.acsevents.org/goto/BIRTS
http://main.acsevents.org/goto/BIRTS


Golfers
Dave Barry
Seth Berman
Mike Campanile
Art Diamond
Chris Eriksen
Matt Eriksen
Bob Filangeri
Pete Ginobbi
Lenny Greenberg
Bill Heckman
Roy Jeker
Gayle Lambert
Mike Lambert
Paul Markowitz
Bill Martucci
Stu Menis
Rod Neubauer
Joe Pedone
Tyler Pickman
Joseph Schwan
Daniel Schwartz
Bob Sconone
Bob Shongood
Scott Stoppa
Ron Trotta

Thank you to all of our players, advertisers 
and sponsors for our 2025 Golf Outing

Advertisers
Argonaut Pest Control, Bohemia
Bayport/Blue Point Chamber of Commerce, Bayport
Bayport Flower Houses, Bayport
B’nai Israel Brotherhood, Oakdale
B’nai Israel Religious School Faculty & Board of Education, Oakdale
B’nai Israel Sisterhood, Oakdale
Michael J. Berger & Co. CPA’s LLP, Ronkonkoma
Raynor & D’Andrea, West Sayville
Stifel Nicolaus, Garden City
Taroff & Taitz, LLP, Bohemia

Sponsors
Bayport Flower Houses, Bayport
Concord Cleaners, East Islip
I.J. Morris, Dix Hills
Kessler, Liscia, Gonzalez CPA’s, PLCC, Selden
Min-Max Machine Ltd., Ronkonkoma
Police Association of Suffolk County
Rapid Shutter Photography
Suffolk County PBA, Brentwood
Suffolk County Superior Officers Association, Brookhaven

Donations
Long Island Ducks Baseball, Central Islip

Thank you B'nai Israel! 

In response to an emergency request from the LI Blood Center, our blood drive last Thursday netted
24 units of blood donated by 17 Temple members and 7 members of the neighboring community. 

The blood was needed in anticipation of significant shortages over the holiday weekend and in early
September until drives could be ramped up at local schools and colleges. Thank you to all our
volunteers who stepped up in the time of need.

 In a drawing conducted by the Blood Center among all 24 donors, long-time Temple member Don
Neckameyer won a six-ticket package provided by the NY Mets! Congratulations Don, and thank you
to all our donors.

It is likely the Blood Center will be back with us at a date to be determine around year end.

Blood Drive - THANK YOU!













Do you shop at Stop & Shop? 
If Yes, you can purchase Stop & Shop Gift 
Cards from  the Temple and then we get a 
percentage back as a donation to B’nai Israel!

They can be purchased through our website 
or see Rich Lindner on Friday evenings or call 
(516) 641-8050 or the Temple Office. Consider 
donating these gift cards to the Temple’s Outreach 
Committee to help others in out community who are in 
need of some assistance.

Dynamic Chair Yoga with Bonnie Rubell

Dynamic Chair Yoga is an intermediate level yoga class held at our Temple 
every Thursday morning at 10:30 am.  

This is an active yoga class for fit seniors who want to start or 
continue their yoga practices. This class presents 
modifications for many yoga poses. Students choose the 
modifications which work best for them. This is a Hatha 
chair approach aimed at building body strength for 
balance and flexibility for life activities such as 
walking, hiking, travel, dog walking, kayaking and 
more. Special therapeutic exercises on the Yoga 
mat will address typical age-related physical 
changes and conditions. Senior Yoga is 
strengthening, therapeutic and protective for 
body and mind. It’s also social and fun. This class
 is also appropriate for all ages who want to get 
back to an exercise program after a long break.
 



M o u n t  S i n a i ,  N Y

Tuesday, September 9, 2025

1 Clubhouse Drive, Mount Sinai, NY 11766

Schedule
8:00 am    Check-In with Coffee & Bagels
9:00 am    Shotgun Start
2:00 pm    Lunch, Awards, Raffles

General Information
Check-In and Registration at Willow Creek
Country Club Clubhouse

Proper golf attire is requested: 
Collared shirts and no denim

If a raindate is necessary, all participants
will be contacted.

For Additional Information
Please contact B'nai Israel Reform Temple
(631) 563-1660
golf@bnai-israel.org

Presenting Sponsor Package                  $3,500
Sponsor:    Lunch
Includes:    Three Foursomes
                       Three Large Tee Signs
                       Display of Corporate Banner
                       Hole #1 Recognition Sign
                       Inside Cover in Golf Outing Journal
                       10 Raffle Tickets per Golfer

Sponsor’s Package                                          $2,100
Sponsor:    Lunch
Includes:   Two Foursomes
                      Two Large Tee Signs
                      Display of Corporate Banner
                      Hole #1 Recognition Sign
                      Full Page in Golf Outing Journal
                      8 Raffle Tickets per Golfer

Patron’s Package                                              $925
Includes:    One Foursome

              One Large Tee Sign
                      Hole #1 Recognition Sign
                      Half Page in Golf Outing Journal
                       4 Raffle Tickets per Golfer

Individual Golfer Package                         $175
Includes:   Greens Fees and Cart
                      Lunch
                       2 Raffle Tickets

Tee Sponsor                                                         $115
Includes:    Tee Sign
                       Quarter Page in Golf Journal

Packages & Pricing

Golf Journal Advertising
1/4 Page                                              $30
1/2 Page                                              $50
Full Page                                            $100
Inside Front Cover - full page   $125
Back Cover - full page                  $125

Register by mail  or online! 
For details visit bnai-israel.org/golf 

Honoring
the memory of
Steve Sonkin

Ra
bb

i E
meritus Dr. Steven Moss

Golf 
Outing

Tuesday
September 9, 2025September 9, 2025

8:00 am



Registration Form
You can also register online! For details visit bnai-israel.org/golf 

Please complete the following form and return to:
B'nai Israel Reform Temple, c/o Artie Diamond, 67 Oakdale Bohemia, Rd, Oakdale, NY 11769

Make checks payable to B'nai Israel Reform Temple
Payment by Credit card can be made online or by phone (631) 563-1660

Rabbi Emeritus Dr. Steven Moss
Dr. Steven Moss, the Rabbi Emeritus of B’nai Israel Reform Temple, is involved in many state,
county, and local service programs, including Chairman Emeritus of the Suffolk County
Human Rights Commission, Member, Center of Social Justice & Human Understanding,
Chaplain Emeritus for Suffolk County Police Department & Sheriff’s Department, Founder
and Leader of the Suffolk County Anti-bias Task Force, and Board Member, National
Association of Retired Reform Rabbis.

Steve Sonkin
Steve Sonkin was a lifelong member of B'nai Israel Reform Temple, a Past President, and a
beloved friend to all.

B’nai Israel Reform Temple 
B'nai Israel Reform Temple participates in and supports a wide variety of community
programs and services. These include The Greater Sayville Food Pantry, Anti-Bias Educational
Programs, and the B’nai Israel Community Outreach Program.

Name:  __________________________________________________________________________
Company:  _______________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _____________
Phone: _______________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________________

Packages
___ Presenting Sponsor     $3,500
___ Sponsor                             $2,100
___ Patron                                $925
___ Individual                         $175
___ Tee Sponsor                     $115

Journal Advertising
___ 1/4 page                                              $30
___ 1/2 page                                              $50
___ Full page                                            $100
___ Inside Front Cover - full page  $125
___ Back Cover - full page                  $125
Please send artwork for ads to golf@bnai-israel.org or mail a hard
copy to B'nai Israel Reform Temple.Names of golfers, if known:

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

Ra
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meritus Dr. Steven Moss

Golf 
Outing

Tuesday
September 9, 2025September 9, 2025

8:00 am



Ethan William Snair Memorial Fund
Marilyn Kabalkin - In Loving Memory of my Beloved Grandson Ethan William 
Roberta Snair Saraceni - In loving memory of my beloved grandson Ethan William Snair
Jerry & Roberta Snair Saraceni - In memory of Eleanor Malchman

Help-a-Family Fund
Rochelle & Gerald Slochevsky

General Fund           
Fran Leiboff - In memory of Rose & Solomon Leiboff

Yahrzeit Fund
Arthur & Linda Rosen - In memory of Robert A. Rosen
Arthur & Linda Rosen - In memory of Helen Rosen
Carol Riggs & Samantha Guglieri - In memory of Richard Riggs, 4  anniversaryth

Marlene Rosolinsky - In memory of Israel Schaefer
Alice & Mike Lambert - In memory of Dora Kirchheimer
Eric & Suzanne Bukzin - In memory of Ray Bukzin
Eric & Suzanne Bukzin - In memory of Joseph Gebler
Joel Silverman - In memory of Jan Silverman
Joel Silverman - In memory of Dr. Hyman Silverman
Barbara Abrams - In memory of Irving Weisbrod
Barbara Abrams - In memory of Gerald Abrams
Steve & Eve Taitz - In memory of Sarah Taitz
Steve & Eve Taitz - In memory of Judy Finkelstein
Gail & Jay Tuller - In memory of Doris Spitzer

Building Fund
Debby Lazen - In honor of my grandson, Eric, on becoming a Doctor of Physical Therapy
Fran Leiboff - In memory of Jacob Persoff

Ira Rosenfeld Memorial Scholarship Fund
Angela Rosenfeld - In memory of Lonnie Stuart Rosenfeld

Religious School Fund
Fran Leiboff - In honor of Isaac Rosenthal’s B’nai Mitzvah

Donations & Contributions
We gratefully acknowledge the following donors for their contributions to B’nai Israel Reform Temple:

To make a donation online please visit www.bnai-israel.org/donations 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Aug 31 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8am Golf Outing Bulletin Deadline

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

10am Torah Study

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

1:15pm Tashlich

28 29 30 Oct 1 2 3 4

5 6

10am Cemetery 
Service New 
Montefiore

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

12:30pm Cemetery 
Service Washington 
Park

Notes

8:15pm Erev Rosh 
Hashanah

10am Arbors at 
Hauppauge

7pm Choir Practice 8pm Shabbat Service
2:30pm Family 
Service 11:15am Arbors at 

Islandia

8pm Shabbat Service
9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2 & 
Meet the Teacher

7:30pm Temple 
Board Meeting

11am Adult 
Education

No Religious School
9:30am Rosh 
Hashanah

Reverse Tashlich 
(Time TBA)

10:30am Chair Yoga
Deadline for Yizkor 
Book

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

4:30pm Ducks 
Concession Stand
6:30pm Selichot 
Dinner

8pm Selichot Service

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

7pm Sisterhood 
Sweet & Greet

10:30am Chair Yoga 7pm Kid-ish Shabbat
9:30am School 
Grades 3-6 & Meet 
the Teacher7:30pm Finance 

Committee
7pm Choir Practice

7:30pm Fundraising 
Committee (Zoom)

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6
9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2
10am Morning 
Service with Bar 

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 8

7pm Choir Practice
7:15pm Family 
Service

9:30am School 
Grades 3-64:30pm Ducks 

Concession Stand7pm School Grade 
High School

September 2025

7pm Sisterhood 
Board Meeting

10:30am Chair Yoga
6pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat

8:45am Religious 
School Family & 
Faculty Bagel Brunch7pm Choir Practice



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
28 29 Sep 30 1 2 3 4

8pm Kol Nidrei

10am Torah Study

4:30pm Yizkor 
5:15pm Neila Service

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Bulletin Deadline

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

10am Torah Study

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

10am Torah Study

26 27 28 29 30 31 Nov 1

2 3

12:15pm Blessing of 
the Pets

9am Bagel Breakfast 
/ Ride for the Living / 
JCC Krakow Program

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 8

10:30am Chair Yoga
7:30pm 
Shabbatoween 
Musical Shabbat

Notes

11am Adult 
Education

10am Sisterhood 
Making Strides 
Against Breast 
Cancer Walk

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

6:30pm Sisterhood 
Paid Up Membership 
Dinner

10:30am Chair Yoga 8pm Shabbat Service
9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

11am Adult 
Education

7pm Kid-ish Shabbat School Family Fun 
Night - Movie Night

7pm Simchat Torah
7:30pm Temple 
Board Meeting

8pm Shabbat Service
9:30am School 
Grades 3-67:30pm Finance 

Committee 9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2

7pm School Grade 
High School

7:30pm Sukkot 
Service in the Sukkah

Leisurely Singles 
Group - Theatre Show 
Beautiful

No Religious School 7pm Membership 
Committee Meeting

10:30am Chair Yoga

2:15pm Breakout 
Sessions 11am Adult 

Education3:30pm Healing 
Service

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 8

7pm Sisterhood 
Board Meeting

10:30am Chair Yoga
9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

7:15pm Sukkot 
Family Shabbat & 
Consecration Service

6:30pm Pizza Dinner 
& Decorating

October 2025

9:30am Morning 
Service

6pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

1pm Family Service
9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2





September 5th

*S. Martin Adelman
*Dr. Charles Adler
*Joseph Blieberg
*Jeannette Blutreich 
*Marilyn Boskin
*Oscar Brass
  Anna Chernow
*Marvin Cohen
*Tillie Cohen
 Philip Frost
*Muriel Goldstein
*Robert Graff
*Aaron Izzy Greenspan
*Harold Halpern
 Shirley Haselkorn
*Meyer Hofstadter
 Sheila Kaldor
*Natalie Kellerman
 Mary Jaffe Linder
*Bella Marcus
*Joseph Meyers
*Fredrick Carl Morse
 Stanley Post
*Judith Rivera
*Herman Rosen
*Albert Ross
 Gloria Stubofsky
*Sadie Willner
*Gertrude Zimmerman

Yahrzeits
September 12th

*Anna Aig
*Ralph Altman
 James Blake
*Allan Brenner
*Dr. Fred Bromberg
*Arthur Burnett
 Betty Diamond
*Sydell Drucker
*Carole Dworkin
 Lillian Edell
 Diane Feigenson
*Chaim Friedman
*Gita Friedman
*Rose Frost
*Rose Fuld
*Louis Gold
 Samuel Saul Goldring
 David Goodman
 Harold Herzfeld
*Anne Kalt
*Rose Karr
*Julius Komins
 David Owen Koretz
 Carolyn Lebensfeld
*Jason Anthony
Mariano
*Louise Perkal
*Sylvia Porwick
 Leonard Rosen
*Tillie Rubenschnaider
 Cecele Scott
*Leonard Selanikio
*Sarah Somberg
*Jewel Specter
*Abraham Ullman
 Brett Urbont
*Victims of 9/11
*Roberta Weisinger
*Gertrude Wolin
*Monica Wray

September 19th

*Dorothy Alpert
*George Altman
*Milton Berkowitz
*Richard Neil Berman
*Morris Bromberg
*Anna Cohen
*Rose DiMeo
*Arielle Fisher
*Irwin Frank
*Maurine Goldsmith
*Robert Gunther
*Meyer Hofstadler
 Alan Krane
*Sadie Lehrbaum
*Martha Olshan
*Sol Opatosky
*Herman Reitberg
*Robert Saslau
*Barbara Ruth Adelman
Seidman
*Ruth Seldin
 Sarah Seltzer
*Stanley Sonkin
*Betha Steinhauer
 Walter Yellen
*Salvatore Zaccaro
 Roberto Zayas

September 26th

*Saul Barb
*Leo David
*Theodore Davis
 Abe Diamond
*Al J. Drucker
*Ruth Fanta
 Gerald Feather
*Fannie Fein
*Jacob Fogelnest
*Anna Freistadt
*Carole E. Gerkens
*Allan Greenberg
*Alyssa Greenberg
 Evelyn Gregory
*Clara Hoffman
*Mildred Kamilar
 Sandi Kassan
*Adolph Kellerman
*Tillie Krasner
 Sidney Leibowitz
 Frances Levine
*Irving Malchman
*Doris Moss
 Arthur Neckameyer
*Ruth Portnoy
*Paul Pshedesky
*Selwyn Ringle
*Sarah Roth
*Aranka Rothman
 Anna Sachs
 Isabelle Saltus
*Fred Schwartz
 Howard I.J. Schwartz
*Marian Selcow
 Philip Singer
*Max Stein
 Dora Tinkler
*Simon Weisenthal

Please Contact Us
Please contact us when someone is sick or if there is a death in the family so that the Temple can
extend its assistance. Before making any funeral arrangements, please call.

See Temple Directory (next page) for phone numbers.



Temple Directory
67 Oakdale Bohemia Road, Oakdale, NY 11769           (631) 563-1660         www.bnai-israel.org
Temple Office, Karen Smollins    office@bnai-israel.org

Clergy
Rabbi Jessica Rosenthal   (928) 925-3279   rabbi@bnai-israel.org
Cantor Ilana Plutzer   cantor@bnai-israel.org
Rabbi Emeritus Dr. Steven Moss    rabbiemeritus@bnai-israel.org

Board of Trustees as of June 1, 2025
President, Fran Leiboff     franpres@bnai-israel.org
Past President, Seth Berman
Executive Vice President, Jay Tuller
VP Buildings & Grounds, Mark Wittenberg     bandg@bnai-israel.org
VP Fundraising, Debby Lyons     fundraising@bnai-israel.org
VP Administration, Mike Lambert
Treasurer, Jack Goodman
Financial Secretary, Joel Silverman   financial@bnai-israel.org
Recording Secretary, Barbara Abrams      recsec@bnai-israel.org
Trustees: Allison Rothstein, Arthur Diamond, Natalie Berhumoglu, Joi Garvin, Suzanne Wittenberg,
Richard Motlin, Thea Gunther, Sarah Van Keuren, Matthew Abend, Trish Lindner, Sarah Vezina, Andy
Yellin, Michelle Gray and Jennifer Diamond.
Representatives: Brotherhood: Gil Sacks, Sisterhood: Ann Michelson, School: Paige Sacks
Legal Representative: Steven Taitz

Religious School
Chairperson, Alice Lambert   (631) 589-1375
Religious School Office   (631) 563-1663     school@bnai-israel.org
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Scheduling, Fran Baker   (631) 567-1537

Committees, Groups, and Individuals to know
Custodian, Charlene Minier
Sisterhood President, Joi Garvin   sisterhood@bnai-israel.org
Brotherhood President, Gil Sacks    brotherhood@bnai-israel.org
Membership, Suzanne Wittenberg    membership@bnai-israel.org
Ritual Committee, Joi Garvin & Alice Lambert    ritual@bnai-israel.org 
Donations Committee    donations@bnai-israel.org
Landscaping Lesli Vohwinkel    (305) 927-7847    lvohwinkel@gmail.com
Outreach, Alice Lambert    (631) 589-1375    amlambert430@gmail.com 
Communications, Jeannette Berman   (631) 775-6147 webmaster@bnai-israel.org
Catering Committee, Rich Motlin

Temple Caterers
B’nai Israel is limited to these caterers for any celebration in the Temple Social Hall. Please see the
Kitchen Committee with any questions or requests.
Lessing's Caterers  (631) 277-7800 or (631) 581-0022
Mitzvah Caterers of Plainview   (516) 938-1310  or (516) 351-0661
Woodbury Kosher  (516) 681-7766
Zan’s Kosher Caterers   (631) 979-8770
Miller Place Bagel & Deli   (631) 331-4576
Pastrami & Friends   (631) 499-9537








