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COMMUNITY MENORAH LIGHTINGS
ASSISTED LIVING VISITS

CHILDREN’S CHANUKAH PARTY
SISTERHOOD CHANUKAH GIFT CARD EXCHANGE

HANUKKAH SHABBAT DINNER



It’s December! And so, it is natural that we look forward to our next holiday, 
Hanukkah. It’s a time of family, songs, miracles, victories, and for some, presents.

Historically, Hanukkah retells the story of Jews caught in a political and cultural 
struggle. There were the Hellenists, Jews and Greeks who embraced Greek culture,
 and the Maccabees, who sought to preserve a pure Judaism untainted by outside
 influences. The Maccabees resisted the spread of Hellenism and clashed with 
those who supported it. To complicate matters, Antiochus IV, the Seleucid king of 
Hellenistic Syria, imposed harsh restrictions on Jewish practice, desecrated the 
Temple, and forbade Jewish rituals. In response, the Maccabees revolted and, 
against all odds, triumphed. You might notice that nowhere in the original tale 
was there mention of a vial of oil. That came later when rabbinic texts added the 
story of the miraculous vial of oil that lasted eight nights.

The internal divisions among Jews are often left out of the Hanukkah story. We tend to focus on the
military victory, and later, on the miracle of the oil. But this year, it is the infighting that resonates with
me. Because this year, I have watched Jews across the world hold almost too tightly to their views about
Israel concerning the war, morality, and leadership. One very recent example involved statements issued
from different groups of Rabbis and Jews regarding their support or opposition to the recent Mayor-
elect of NYC because of comments that he made about Israel. Every topic even remotely related to
Israel has become binary; you agree with us, or you are against us. There is no room for nuance, no room
for discussion.

Historically, we have been known for our diversity of thought. I’ve often joked about “2 Jews….three or
more opinions.” It saddens me that these differences have become wedges between us. I deeply
understand the importance of Israel in our tradition, its central place in our rituals, calendar, and
symbols. I also love that Israel serves as both a homeland and a powerful symbol for the Jewish people.
Yet, I also understand those who question or criticize its actions. Israel is led by human beings, who, like
all of us, are imperfect. Its critics, too, are imperfect. The topic is emotional, I empathize, but it is also
dividing us on a national scale and within each denomination beyond reconciliation. 

It has become so polarizing that we are scared to discuss it for fear of retaliation, whether physical or
emotional. I hope that we might be able to find our way to advocating for what we believe in while
refraining from condemning others for their views. Perhaps that’s too much to ask for such an
emotionally charged topic. But if we could learn to disagree with compassion, I believe we would emerge
stronger as a community and as a people. If we can’t, we risk repeating the same inner conflict that
plagued our ancestors. Already, I’ve heard stories of synagogues where debates over Israel have
escalated to acts of hostility against one another.

I believe the path forward begins with curiosity, with a genuine interest in why someone feels the way
they do. You might even be surprised by what you hear. At the end of the day, our people are united by
care, passion, and a shared sense of justice. Even when we see things differently, these values are part of
our Jewish DNA.

Perhaps that’s why, this year, I am especially looking forward to a beautiful moment of unity. On
December 19 , our usual shabbat service will be transformed into Hanukkah Pajamica Shabbatica
Dinner. Everyone is invited to bring their hanukkiah, and we’ll all light them together in the social hall,
each from our own seats, with the lights dimmed. There’s something magical about bringing a bit of our
home traditions into our shared sacred space. When the hanukkiot glow all around the room, it’s as if a
sky of stars is shining indoors, each family’s light adding to the collective brilliance. Moments like these
remind us that even in the darkest of times, our shared heritage, our light and our hope unite us. 

th

For me, this is Hanukkah at its best. More than a public lighting or ceremony, this is the true heart of our
community. I love the joy that each family brings and the reflection of love and wonder in every face lit
by candlelight. 

There will be many opportunities to gather and celebrate Hanukkah together this year. I hope you’ll join
in those that speak to you and remember, as you do, that there is far more that binds us together than
separates us. Happy Hanukkah to all!

Rabbi Rosenthal’s Message



Off

Up To

Off

Torah Study &
Adult Education

2025
-

2026

December 20
January 10, 24
February 28 (online only)
March 7, 21
April 18
May 9, 16
May 30 (online only)

CLASS SCHEDULE
10:00 am Torah Study
11:00 am Adult Education Schedule is subject to

change and are hybrid
unless noted otherwise.
Please watch the weekly
email, bulletin, and online
calendar for updates.

631-563-1660

CONTACT 

67 Oakdale Bohemia Rd
Oakdale, NY 11769

www.bnai-israel.org

rabbi@bnai-israel.org

Rabbi Jessica Rosenthal



Saturday, December 6, 2025
ADULTS DANCE PARTY

Live Music

Dancing

Refreshmenrs

DETAILS
$10.00 per person 

paid in advance
CLICK HERE To RSVP

$10.00 per person 
paid in advance

CLICK HERE To RSVP

$15.00 at the door with ID$15.00 at the door with ID

Coffee, Soft Drinks and dessert will
be provided. Adults (18 and over)

Coffee, Soft Drinks and dessert will
be provided. Adults (18 and over)

7:00 pm to 9:30 pm

The Fundraising Committee Presents...

contact fundraising@bnai-israel.org with any questions

https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/z1lmm9721bvse9x/


Dear Temple Community,

As we transition into December, we will continue to experience shorter days, 
colder temperatures, and busy days that can sometimes be demanding—with 
decisions to make and activities to plan.

I find myself thinking about a range of everyday things: like what outer wear to 
choose (my less warm coat or my really heavy one); when to put up my 
seasonal decorations (and do I need or want some new ones); when to schedule
 visits with friends; and when my family will find a date to gather and celebrate 
our holidays and birthdays. 

I also think about how chaotic the world is these days, even frightening at times. 
Then it becomes really important to me to look for the joy and peace we can feel
 in December as we share holiday experiences, whether it is Christmas, Kwanza, 
Chanukah, or New Year’s Eve. I look forward to eating special foods (latkes—
some with sour cream and some with applesauce), lighting menorah candles, 
spinning dreidels, and sharing traditions with family. It is also a time to support 
and donate to outreach activities in the community. And, it is a time to seek and
 share kindness as we connect during the holiday season. 

Our temple is a place for connecting. I know where I will be Friday nights—at temple to share Shabbat
services with you. I am particularly looking forward to our community Menorah lightings on Dec. 14th,
and our Chanukah Shabbat dinner and service on December 19th.

As we transition into December, I hope we all find time to “hit pause” and enjoy warmth, smiles, and
caring connections. 

Wishing you all a meaningful and peaceful holiday season.

Warmly,  Fran

President’s Message

As we’re looking forward to Chanukah with all the family get-togethers, menorah lightings, and latke
eating, I’m also thinking about 2026 just around the corner. With the arrival of winter and cold
weather, there are many people in our congregation and local communities who are suffering; fuel
prices are very high, rents are being raised, and food prices are high.

With SNAP benefits being withheld there are people who are literally going without food for
themselves and their families and many people have lost their jobs. 

Your donations to the “Outreach Fund” enable us to help others as requests come in. Sometimes it is
an individual family that needs our help, and sometimes it is another organization that is reaching out
to us, because we have been able to help them in the past.

As always, donations of non-perishable food items and personal hygiene items are greatly
appreciated. Whenever you come to Temple or Religious School, your donations can be put into the
brown bins in the Temple or school lobby. If you are unable to carry heavy bags of groceries, gift
cards to supermarkets or pharmacies are extremely helpful.

If you, or someone you know within our congregational community, needs our help, please contact
me and we’ll see what we can do. All requests and records are kept strictly confidential.

Thank you. I wish everyone a safe, healthy, and peaceful holiday season.

Outreach Committee - Alice Lambert



HANDCRAFTED
WOODEN
SUNCATCHERS

A BRAND NEW FUNDRAISER

Here are
some
samples.
More to
choose from
online!

We are selling hand crafted wood SUNCATCHERS in 2 sizes
in time for the December holidays. The laser cut wood
pictures are backed with coordinated, colorful/patterned
backgrounds that let the sun shine in!

You may purchase SUNCATCHERS in a wide variety of
themes including Chanukah, Christmas, Love, Winter,
Sports, and Teachers.  Each SUNCATCHER comes in its own
cellophane bag with a suction cup, ready for display. 

ORDER DEADLINE 12/19

https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser


B'nai Israel members should be aware that in the event of a medical emergency at the Temple,
Automatic Electronic Defibrillators, (AED's,) are available for use in both buildings. In the school
building an AED is mounted on the lobby wall adjacent to the Cantor's office. A second AED is
mounted between the Rabbi's office and the sanctuary in the Temple building. In addition, first aid
kits are located across the lobby from the AED in the school and immediately adjacent to the AED
outside the Rabbi's office.
 
The Temple has a service contract in place to ensure that both AED devices are maintained on a
routine basis and kept in good working order in the event they are needed in an emergency.

Although the AED's provide step by step verbal instructions while in use, the majority of our B'nai
Israel Security Volunteers were recently trained and are certified in the administration of CPR and
AED use if needed.

As a reminder...

In what has become almost an annual ritual, the Long Island Blood Center is back to us once again
asking if we could schedule an end-of-year blood drive at B'nai Israel on New Years Eve Day, 12/31,
from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm. The somewhat unusual day and time was termed "critical" by them, more so
even than the days or week before, as they anticipate the increased demand for blood over the
remaining days of the winter break when donations are typically scarce.  

As we do each year, we agreed, and committed to do the best we could. As an incentive, the Blood
Center will offer a voucher to every donor, good for two tickets to an upcoming Islanders hockey
game! (See the accompanying flyer.)
 
Now we ask every eligible member of the Temple community to step up and make plans to help us
meet that commitment. As our Congregation ages there are fewer of our long-time "regulars" able to
participate, so please reach out to any former or first-time potential donors: relatives, neighbors, kids
home from school, visitors from out-of-town. Temple membership is NOT required. Donors can be as
young as 17 with written parental permission. Beginning at age 75 seniors need one-time written
medical clearance. All donors must have a picture ID. Repeat donors can expedite check-in if they
bring their donor card. Online appointments are helpful, but if not, walk-ins will be welcome as well.

One last opportunity for a mitzvah in 2025!

Thank you.

(Another) "Emergency" Blood Drive... 
and FREE Islander Tickets!

I am looking for one or more Temple members with commercial insurance knowledge to assist me in
reviewing and renewing the Temple’s policies and coverages. 

We need to ensure that the Temple has adequate policies and coverage, but are not looking to change
our carriers or agents at this time.

If you can volunteer a few hours of your time, please contact me. 
Paul Fink      paulfink505@icloud.com

Thank you!

Insurance Expertise Wanted

mailto:paulfink505@icloud.com


Ethan William Snair Memorial Fund
Marilyn Kabalkin - In Loving Memory of my Beloved Grandson Ethan William 
Grandma - In Loving Memory of my Beloved Grandson Ethan William Snair

Help-a-Family Fund
Rochelle & Gerald Slochevsky
Jerry & Sheila Kessler - In memory of Anna Kessler
Jerry & Sheila Kessler - In memory of Anita Naomi Leibowitz
Myra Mandel - In loving memory of Melvin Mandel
The Wednesday Night Mah Jongg Mavens - In honor of Ileane Neckameyer’s 80  birthdayth

General Fund
Martha Kahan 
Alice & Mike Lambert - In Memory of Sherry Herzfeld
Trish & Rich Lindner - In honor of the birth of our first granddaughter, Dawson Reese, on 10/30/2025
Wednesday Night Mah Jongg Mavens - In memory of Leonard Samuel Horn
Amy Abrams - In memory of Gerald H. Abrams
Mary & Paul Fink - In memory of Leonard Samuel Horn
Mary & Michael Levine

Outreach
Bonnie Glenn

Music Fund
Don Johnson - On the occasion of the High Holidays

Yahrzeit Fund
Nadine & Asa Singer - In memory of Joseph Singer
Nadine & Asa Singer - In memory of Abraham Sloane
Ellen Rothfeld - In memory of Burt Siegel
Joel Silverman - In memory of Eliot Olshan
Eve & Steve Taitz - In memory of Arthur Taitz
Ellen & Charles Fishman - In memory of Murray Fishman
Suzanne & Eric Bukzin - In memory of Paul Bukzin
Sharon Inkeles & Mark Gudesblatt - In memory of David Inkeles, Miriam Gudesblatt, Milton Gudesblatt
Roberta Saraceni - In memory of Larry Snair
Leah & Jack Goodman - In memory of Morton Goodman
Barbara & Willard Sprague - In memory of Mary Sprague
Barbara & Willard Sprague - In memory of Morris Friedman

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Ehrlich-Herzfeld Families - In memory of Sherry Herzfeld

December 6 : Genesis ch. 32 vs. 4 through ch. 36 vs. 43th

Hosea ch. 11 vs. 7 through ch. 12 vs. 12

December 13 : Genesis h. 37 vs. 1 through ch. 40 vs. 23th

Amos ch. 2 vs. 6 through ch. 3 vs. 8

December 20 : Genesis ch. 41 vs. 1 through ch. 44 vs. 17th

Zechariah ch. 4 vss. 1 through 7

December 27 : Genesis ch. 44 vs. 18 through ch. 47 vs. 27th

Ezekiel ch. 37 vss. 15 through 28

Torah & Haftarah Readings

Donations & Contributions
We gratefully acknowledge the following donors for their contributions to B’nai Israel Reform Temple:

To make a donation online please
visit www.bnai-israel.org/donations 



Table to Temple: A Night of Connection and Community

Our recent Table to Temple progressive dinner, sponsored by the Membership
Committee, was a wonderful evening of food, friendship, and community! With five
gracious host homes welcoming 26 participants, the night was filled with laughter,
conversation, and new connections. Many attendees shared how meaningful it was
to truly get to know one another beyond temple walls—and that they hope we make
this a regular tradition!

A heartfelt thank you to Rabbi Rosenthal for her warm presence, music and guidance,
and all she did to make the evening so special, and to the Membership Committee for
organizing such a memorable event. Nights like these remind us how lucky we are to
share such a vibrant and caring community.

Stay tuned for the next Membership event ...or better yet, join us at the next
Membership Meeting scheduled for December 9th at 7:00 PM at the Temple.
Remember, Membership Matters!

Shalom,
Suzanne Wittenberg, Membership Chair

The Leisurely Singles group will be celebrating Chanukah on 
December 7, 2025 at Fran Leiboff’s house at 1 PM. Please call 
Fran if you plan to attend. Her number is 1 (516) 445-2618. 
We will be eating latkes and lunch at her home. 

We are asking everyone to make a Chanukah donation to 
Outreach. Hope to see you at Fran’s. 

On January 9, 2026, we will meet at Saviano’s for dinner. 
We will attend services at 7:15 at the Temple. Please let Barbara 
know if you will meet us for dinner. 

All singles are welcome. Give me a call at 631-495-7511 
if you would like to be part of this group. 

Barbara Abrams



Table to Temple Photos











The 2026 Mah Jong Card orders will be taken until 1/10/2026

The prices from the League, per card, are as follows:
Standard card is $14.00 and Large card is $15.00

All checks are to be made payable to B’nai Israel Sisterhood
and mailed along with a list of names and addresses to:

Thea Gunther, 219 Normandy Road, Massapequa, NY 11758

A form is supplied for your convenience below. Any questions, please feel free 
to contact Thea at 516-541-1332. Your Sisterhood thanks you for your support. ENJOY!

Names & Addresses # of Cards $ Total

Order your 2026 
Mah Jong cards!

The new Mah Jong cards are coming!
Another year, another challenge!

https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/z1a3x76z0pyggb6/


DECEMBER 12: FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICES 7:15--
 DECEMBER 13:  RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  CHANUKAH FESTIVAL 

DECEMBER 13:  SISTERHOOD CHANUKAH PARTY--ALL ARE WELCOME!
SISTERHOOD CHANUKAH GIFT SHOP WILL BE OPEN!

DECEMBER 14: TOWN MENORAH LIGHTINGS--CHECK BULLETIN FOR DETAILS

DECEMBER 19: KID-DISH SHABBAT SERVICES 7:00PM--CHANUKAH PAJAMAKA

LIBRARY INFORMATION

THINGS TO WATCH FOR

IMPORTANT DATES
 IN DECEMBER

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

RELIGIOUS
SCHOOL NEWS

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN HAMMER &
STAIN A FUN TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!

In case of emergency school closings or delayed
openings announcements will be made by email. 

*(If we do not have your current email address and
you have not been receiving correspondences,
please email us at school@bnai-israel.org with your
current email address.*)

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
Watch for information--

The Religious School
Reading Challenge is
starting in January!

JANUARY 10: FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICES AT 7:15PM
JANUARY 17: KID-ISH SHABBAT SERVICES AT 7:00AM
JANUARY 24: FAMILY FUN BOWLING

PLEASE KEEP BRINGING IN TZADKA AND/OR DONATIONS FOR THE FOOD
PANTRY

mailto:school@bnai-israel.org


CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

WISHING BRODY, SPENCER,
MAYA, KATIE, ELLORA, AND

BEAR A VERY HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
SHOUT OUTS

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED FOR
THE MONTH OF GIVING! 

AARON RIDULFO
BRODY ARONOW

SOPHIA CASTRONOVA
SOLOMON ROSENTHAL

HARLOW FISHER
JORDAN LEWIS

LILY YABLON
MASON MCALVIN



Late Addition: 12/15 at 2:30 pm 
Braemar Assisted Living  in Medford











Do you shop at Stop & Shop? 
If Yes, you can purchase Stop & Shop Gift 
Cards from  the Temple and then we get a 
percentage back as a donation to B’nai Israel!

They can be purchased through our website 
or see Rich Lindner on Friday evenings or call 
(516) 641-8050 or the Temple Office. Consider 
donating these gift cards to the Temple’s Outreach 
Committee to help others in out community who are in 
need of some assistance.

Dynamic Chair Yoga with Bonnie Rubell

Dynamic Chair Yoga is an intermediate level yoga class held at our Temple 
every Thursday morning at 10:30 am.  

This is an active yoga class for fit seniors who want to start or 
continue their yoga practices. This class presents 
modifications for many yoga poses. Students choose the 
modifications which work best for them. This is a Hatha 
chair approach aimed at building body strength for 
balance and flexibility for life activities such as 
walking, hiking, travel, dog walking, kayaking and 
more. Special therapeutic exercises on the Yoga 
mat will address typical age-related physical 
changes and conditions. Senior Yoga is 
strengthening, therapeutic and protective for 
body and mind. It’s also social and fun. This class
 is also appropriate for all ages who want to get 
back to an exercise program after a long break.
 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Nov 30 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Bulletin Deadline

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

10am Torah Study

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 Jan 1 2 3

4 5 Notes

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 8

10:30am Chair Yoga 8pm Shabbat Service No Religious School

No Religious School 9:30am Blood Drive

7:30pm Finance 
Committee

6:30pm Shabbat 
Dinner

9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2

11:15am Hannukah 
Visit - Arbors 
Islanda/West

7pm Menorah 
Ronkonkoma

8pm Hanukkah 
Pajamica Shabbatica

11am Adult 
Education

8pm Menorah 
Oakdale Train Station

7pm Sisterhood 
Hannukah Gift Card 
Exchange

9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2
12pm Children's 
Hanukkah Party

7:30pm Fundraising 
Committee (Zoom)

5pm Menorah 
Bayport/Bluepoint

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

10am Hannukah Visit 
- Arbors Hauppauge

10:30am Chair Yoga
Deadline to order 
Suncatchers

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

6pm Menorah 
Holbrook

7pm School Grade 
High School (or Dec 
8th)

7pm Dance Night 
(Adults Only)

1pm Leisurely 
Singles - Hannukah 
Party

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 8

RSVP Deadline for 
Children's Chanukah 
Party

10:30am Chair Yoga
7:15pm Family 
Service

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

7pm School Grade 
High School (or Dec 
1)

7:30pm Temple 
Board Meeting

December 2025

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

7pm Sisterhood 
Board Meeting

10:30am Chair Yoga
6pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
28 29 30 Dec 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Bulletin Deadline

10am Torah Study

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

10am Torah Study

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Feb 1 2

10am Morning 
Service with Bat 
Mitzvah of Lily Yablon

Notes

11am Adult 
Education

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

7pm Musical 
Shabbat Rehearsal

10:30am Chair Yoga 7:30pm Tu Bishevat 
Musical Shabbat

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6
9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2

7:30pm Finance 
Committee

7:30pm Temple 
Board Meeting

8pm Shabbat Tzedek
9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2

No Religious School 7pm Sisterhood Rosh 
Chodesh with Rabbi 
Rosenthal

10:30am Chair Yoga 8pm Shabbat Service
School Family Fun 
Night - Bowling
9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

7pm School Grade 
High School 7:15pm Family 

Service
9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

11am Adult 
Education

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 8

10:30am Chair Yoga 7pm Kiddish Shabbat
9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

January 2026

10:30am Chair Yoga 6pm Shabbat Service No Religious School

7:30pm Fundraising 
Committee (Zoom)

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

7pm Sisterhood 
Board Meeting

10:30am Chair Yoga
5pm Leisurely 
Singles Dinner & 
Shabbat

Deadline to order 
Mah Jong Cards





December 5th

*Louis Abramowitz
*Gilbert Bartfeld
*Murray Burg
*Philip Cooper
 Zeke Cooper
*Fredrick Erdman
*Belle Fels
*Rose Cohn Fink
 Murray Fishman
*Ruth Fishman
*Daniel Friedman
*Stanley Garfinkel
*Harold Gelman
*Lauren Gerkens
*Jayson Giles
*Solomon Gittleman
 Mac Greenstein
*Jacob Kreisberg
*Shulamit Lack
*Solomon Landsman
*Annette Lavsky
*Calman Lasky
*Anita Naomi Lebowitz
*Deborah Levy
*Ruth Lewinson
*Mjr. David Lewis
*Robert Litvin
*Richard Luckow
*Barbara  Markowitz
*Helen Marks
*Dr. Morris Miller
*Roberta Miller
*Lillian Millheiser
*Sylvia Newfield
*Murray Newman
 Joseph Pearl
*Samuel Precker
*Joseph Rosen
*Jennie Ross
*Al Saffren
*Bella Salth
*Jean Schwartzman
 Dorothy Siegel
 Ida Sztulzaft
*Isidore Tepner
*Donald Weiss
*Pearl Wilans
*Henry Wilson
*Alex Winograd
*Sheila Wolberg
*Linda Zaccaro

Yahrzeits
December 12th

*Max Abramowitz
 Ethel Clark Beit
*Anna Blumberg
*Gertrude Candeloro
*Violet Chalom
*Jeanette Davidoff
*Sally Gurewitz Feingold
*Emanuel Ferber
*Selma F. Fink
*Nathaniel Flink
*Betty Frankel
*Anne Franklin
*Dr. Abram Goldsher
*David Gottesman
*Max Green
*Lena Harris
 Fred Havemeyer
*Sidney Hoffman
*Anna Kanuk
*Ethel Karnick
*Henry Kolodkin
*Carol Korten
*Joseph Mattes
*David Mendick
 Bradley Miller
*Muriel Miller
*Sidney Mirrer
 Beatrice Ozarin
*Ida Paskin
 *Joel Barry Rosen
 Florence Schoenberg
*Gloria Schreiber
*Katy Schwartz
*Manuel Voit
*Hilda Warshaw
*Frieda Wenacur
*Jack Wilansky
*George Wunderlich

December 19  th

*Dr. Manuel Adler
 Avram Armoza
*Harry Bergman
 Mac Bergman
*Sarah Butler
 Leonard Cohen
*William Cohen
*Ludwig Dellova
*Sylvia Etkin
 Joel C. Fink
*Doris Frankel
*Tillie Frankel
*William Freistadt
*Vivian Friedlander
*David Ginsburg
*Joseph Goldstein
*Loretta Green
*Sarah Halpern
 Thomas Hanwright
*Jennie Helfer
*Dr. Moses Hoffman
*Belle Katz
 Leah Kaufman
*Samuel Klein
*Herman Lazarus
*Bernard Lazen
*Linda Lieberman
*Albert Marks
*Philip Ben Morse 
*Ceilia Peare
 Lester Persky
*Fannie Rosenzweig
 Lillian Rosner
*Louis Schreiber
 Harry Seltzer
*Dr. Gerald Specter
 Elaine R. Stein
*Minnie Stotsky
*Ira Sandford Strully
*Frank Benjamin Turoff
*Murray Warshaw
*Samuel Weiman
*Manny Weinberg

December 26th

*Samuel Benofsky
 Edith Blake
*Arlene Davidowitz
*Marcia DelMese
*Louis Edelman
*S. Raymond Engel
*Samuel Fels
*Flight 12/21/88 Victims of Pan Am
*Aaron Gerb
*Daniel Goldsher
*Arthur Goldstein
*Leonard Goldstein
 Dorothy Goodman
*Louis Gordon
*Raymond Hake
*Sol Kamilar
 Marvin Kaminsky
*Shelby Kaplan
 Jerome Kaye
*Lawrence Kirschbaum
*Benjamin Lavender
*Frances Leventhal
*Gladys Levine
 Sally Lux
*Harry Marcus
*Barbe Maxwell
 Nathan Meister
*Frances Mennen 
 Benvenuto Monaco
 Estelle Parks
*Shirley Peresmik
*Harold Pulling
*Ella Rakieten
*Lena Romm
*Rose Rosen
*Samuel Rosenbaum
*Hilda Schneider
*Louise Stalder
*Judith Traurig
*Victims Pan Am Flight 103
*Carolyn Voit
*Jack Wagner
*Judith Weber
*Sylvia Weiner
 Sarah Wenowsky
*Jacob Wexler
*Edith Mildred Zuckerberg
*Seymour Zimmerman
*Theodore Zimmerman

Please Contact Us
Please contact us when someone is sick or if there is a death in the family so that the Temple can
extend its assistance. Before making any funeral arrangements, please call.

See Temple Directory (next page) for phone numbers.

Condolences
The B’nai Israel Reform Temple extends its deepest condolences to the Horn family on the loss of Leroy’s
brother, Leonard Samuel Horn. May they find comfort in the blessings of good memories that will always
be theirs.



Temple Directory
67 Oakdale Bohemia Road, Oakdale, NY 11769           (631) 563-1660         www.bnai-israel.org
Temple Office, Karen Smollins    office@bnai-israel.org

Clergy
Rabbi Jessica Rosenthal   (928) 925-3279   rabbi@bnai-israel.org
Cantor Ilana Plutzer   cantor@bnai-israel.org
Rabbi Emeritus Dr. Steven Moss    rabbiemeritus@bnai-israel.org

Board of Trustees as of June 1, 2025
President, Fran Leiboff     franpres@bnai-israel.org
Past President, Seth Berman
Executive Vice President, Jay Tuller
VP Buildings & Grounds, Mark Wittenberg     bandg@bnai-israel.org
VP Fundraising, Debby Lyons     fundraising@bnai-israel.org
VP Administration, Mike Lambert
Treasurer, Jack Goodman
Financial Secretary, Joel Silverman   financial@bnai-israel.org
Recording Secretary, Barbara Abrams      recsec@bnai-israel.org
Trustees: Allison Rothstein, Arthur Diamond, Natalie Berhumoglu, Joi Garvin, Suzanne Wittenberg,
Richard Motlin, Thea Gunther, Sarah Van Keuren, Matthew Abend, Trish Lindner, Sarah Vezina, Andy
Yellin, Michelle Gray and Jennifer Diamond.
Representatives: Brotherhood: Gil Sacks, Sisterhood: Ann Michelson, School: Paige Sacks
Legal Representative: Steven Taitz

Religious School
Chairperson, Alice Lambert   (631) 589-1375
Religious School Office   (631) 563-1663     school@bnai-israel.org
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Scheduling, Fran Baker   (631) 567-1537

Committees, Groups, and Individuals to know
Custodian, Charlene Minier
Sisterhood President, Joi Garvin   sisterhood@bnai-israel.org
Brotherhood President, Gil Sacks    brotherhood@bnai-israel.org
Membership, Suzanne Wittenberg    membership@bnai-israel.org
Ritual Committee, Joi Garvin & Alice Lambert    ritual@bnai-israel.org 
Donations Committee    donations@bnai-israel.org
Landscaping Lesli Vohwinkel    (305) 927-7847    lvohwinkel@gmail.com
Outreach, Alice Lambert    (631) 589-1375    amlambert430@gmail.com 
Communications, Jeannette Berman   (631) 775-6147 webmaster@bnai-israel.org
Catering Committee, Rich Motlin

Temple Caterers
B’nai Israel is limited to these caterers for any celebration in the Temple Social Hall. Please see the
Catering Committee with any questions or requests.
Lessing's Caterers  (631) 277-7800 or (631) 581-0022
Mitzvah Caterers of Plainview   (516) 938-1310  or (516) 351-0661
Woodbury Kosher  (516) 681-7766
Zan’s Kosher Caterers   (631) 979-8770
Miller Place Bagel & Deli   (631) 331-4576
Pastrami & Friends   (631) 499-9537








