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B'NAI ISRAEL REFORM TEMPLE • SUMMER 2018 TRIP TO ISRAEL

THE
ISRAEL
TRIP

telling the story
of Israel and the
Jewish World.
TOLL FREE 1-888-811-2812 | Search on arzaworld.com for more details

call: 1.888.811.2812 visit: arzaworld.com

Yo u r T o u r E d u c a t o r
Every journey we offer is accompanied by a Tour Educator (TE)
who brings your itinerary to life. Some of our TE’s have decades of
firsthand experience leading people to particular places.
Your TE will provide you with an authentic understanding of the
locations you will visit, will introduce you to the locals, and will
share his/her enthusiasm and passion for the local culture. The
result is a journey that transforms your understanding of a place,
connecting you to the people and places you encounter in a way
that is palpable and unforgettable.
Our TE's are like no other: intelligent, knowledgeable, engaging
and fun. They will become an indispensable part of your experience
and some might just become lifetime friends.

OUR TRIP
MAY 29 – JUNE 11, 2018
FROM $4,299 LAND ONLY
INCLUDES
11 nights' accommodation at select hotels + late checkout on last day
12 days of touring in a luxury, air-conditioned bus with
licensed, English speaking tour educator
1 group transfer and assistance to and from the airport
All site entrance fees and program fees as per itinerary
Meals: daily breakfast, 2 lunches and 7 dinners
Portage at the airport and hotels


DAY ONE  TUESDAY, MAY 29, 2018
DEPARTURE

DAY THREE  THURSDAY, MAY 31, 2018
FOUNDATIONS OF A CITY AND STATE

Depart the U.S.A.

Breakfast at the hotel.

Overnight: Flight

DAY TWO  WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 2018
ARRIVAL
Arrive at Ben Gurion International Airport.
Welcome by our representative and assistance with arrival

formalities.
Depart the airport with your tour educator and drive to Neot
Kedumim, a large interactive “Biblical landscape reserve”
dedicated to the flora and lifestyle of ancient times, for a tour and
chance to start your trip by planting a tree.
Welcome to Israel: Stop at the Jaffa Overlook for an introduction
to Tel Aviv - and to our journey in Israel.
Enter the city of Tel Aviv, known as the “city that never sleeps,”
with its centers of culture, recreation and national history, great
beaches and fine stores.
Check into the hotel and time to freshen up.
Enjoy a Middle-Eastern-style dinner at Maganda, in Tel Aviv's
Yemenite Quarter, with a varied menu of traditional salads and
grilled meats.

Overnight: Tel Aviv

Visit the Ayalon Institute near Rehovot for an eye-opening tour of

a clandestine munitions factory used during the British Mandate.
Stroll down Rothschild Boulevard to view examples of the
intriguing Bauhaus-style architecture from the 1930s; the local
proliferation of the style won Tel Aviv recognition as a UNESCO
World Heritage site and the nickname of ‘the White City'.
Lunch on own at the trendy area where the colorful Carmel
Market.
Walk through the museum at the Rabin Center, dedicated to
the history of society and democracy in Israel. The life of the late
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin serves as a time-thread connecting
the faces and events of modern Israeli history.
Dinner on own at the renovated Old Port of Tel Aviv, with its
wonderful restaurants, cafés and shops, right on the water's edge;
ORat the Tachana, Jaffa's Old Railway Station, renovated and
restored as a great pedestrian complex, with restaurants, shops
and open spaces for people-watching.

Overnight: Tel Aviv

DAY FOUR  FRIDAY, JUNE 1, 2018
IMMIGRATION AND ABSORPTION

DAY FIVE  SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2018
HAIFA , ENVIRONS & THE NORTHERN BORDER

Breakfast at the hotel.

Breakfast at the hotel.

Check out of the hotel and drive north along the coastal plain.

Drive to Rosh Hanikra, at the northern tip of Israel's

Visit Atlit, site of a British internment camp for thousands of

Mediterranean coastline. Take a cable-car down to the beautiful
sea grottoes, carved out of soft chalk cliffs by eons of wave action.
Overview of the Lebanese Border for powerful overviews and
further insight into the strategic realities facing Israel in that region,
specifically in the aftermath of the 2006 Second Lebanon War.
Drive to Acre (Akko), a UNESCO Heritage Site, for a multi-layered
experience from the days of the Crusades through contemporary
Israel, including guided visits to:
The restored Crusaders' Fortress.
The al-Jazzar Mosque, one of the largest and most interesting
in Israel.
The Templar Tunnel to the port of Akko.
Lunch on own at the colorful Akko shuk (market).
Return to Haifa and walk through the city's German Colony
followed by a tour of Wadi Nisnas, “Valley of the Mongoose,” in
Arabic, a multi-cultural neighbourhood with famous wall painting;
discuss the history of the community and the symbolism of this
maidenhood in the tension of the Israeli melting pot.
Free time to relax.
Stop at the Mukhraka (Horn of the Carmel), the monastery of the
“place of burning” where according to Jewish, Christian, Druze
and Muslim belief, the dramatic battle between Elijah and the
prophets of Baal took place. The panoramic view in all directions
is spectacular.
Visit a Druze village in the Carmel Mountains for a window into

Jewish refugees who were caught attempting to immigrate to
Israel during the British Mandatory period.
Visit to Yemin Orde Youth Village, one of Israel's most innovative
educational institutions, specializing in integrating new
immigrant youth into Israeli society, mostly from Ethiopia, Former
Soviet Union and France, including a dialogue with faculty and
students (contingent on the presence of students in the village).
Group lunch, perhaps at the Youth Village.
Guided by a local resident, visit the famous Ein Hod artist
colony south of Haifa, and explore some of the many galleries
throughout the village.
Stop on the top of Mount Carmel for a panoramic view of Haifa
Bay and then check into the hotel.
Kabbalat Shabbat at a local Reform community, followed by
home hospitality Shabbat dinner or communal Shabbat dinner
with local congregants OR festive Shabbat dinner at the hotel.

Overnight: Haifa

“Sabra, the Hebrew
name for prickly pear
cactus fruit, fruit of the
nopale cactus, native to
Mexico, now endemic
in the Middle East.”
From Wikipedia

the unique world of the Israeli Druze community, with homehospitality dinner.
Return to Haifa.

Overnight: Haifa

DAY SIX  SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 2018
COMMUNITIES IN THE GALILEE
Breakfast at the hotel.
Check out of the hotel and depart Haifa for the Emek Hashalom

Eco-Farm, located among the beautiful Menashe Hills. The farm
was founded by the JNF & LOTEM, the leading organization in
Israel offering outings, nature clubs and creative workshops in
nature to people with special needs. Meet young Israelis who
volunteer with the special-needs youth and experiment with
different ancient crafts. The visit will be followed by local produce
and boutique wine tasting.
Guided visit to Beit She'arim, site of a 1,800-year-old Jewish
necropolis and the graves of some of the most important
codifiers of Jewish tradition declared an UNESCO site; OR
Visit the Zippori National Park, known for its extraordinary
ancient mosaics and its central role in Jewish life after the
destruction of the Temple.
Lunch on own en route.
Continue to the Upper Galilee to Tsfat, a center of Jewish
mysticism for hundreds of years and a contemporary artists'
colony, including:
Guided visit to the Ari, Caro or Abuhav Synagogues, each with

its great stories and mystical messages.
A stroll through the quaint Artists' Colony, shop in the galleries
and crafts shops and engage in dialogues with local artisans
inspired by the messages of Kabbalah.
Continue to the kibbutz hotel and check in.
Dinner at the hotel.

Overnight: Kibbutz Hotel, Upper Galilee

DAY SEVEN  MONDAY, JUNE 4, 2018
SERENITY AND SECURITY ON THE GOLAN
Breakfast at the hotel.
Visit Caesarea Philippi (Banias), the site where Jesus revealed his

mission to Peter and the other disciples.
The panoramic views from Bental (overlooking the abandoned
Syrian town of Kuneitra) give sharp insights into Israel's security
situation on the Golan Heights, and the enormous challenges it
faced in the 1973 Yom Kippur War, and the new threat from the
north, ISIS.
Lunch on own en route.
Winetasting at a local boutique winery.
Enjoy rafting or kayaking down the Jordan River.
Return to the hotel and freshen up.
Enjoy dinner at the Dag al haDan Fish Restaurant, located in a
pastoral setting along the Dan Stream.

Overnight: Kibbutz Hotel, Upper Galilee

DAY EIGHT  TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 2018
ALL ROADS LEAD TO JERUSALEM

DAY NINE  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2018
THE LAYERS OF JERUSALEM

Breakfast at the hotel.

Breakfast at the hotel.

Check out of the hotel and begin the drive south.

Drive around the Old City walls to the City of David, Explore the

Visit the Hula Lake (Agamon HaHula) for bike-riding, golf-carting,

excavations at, the very core of ancient Jerusalem, view the Gihon
Spring and wade through the 2,700-year-old water tunnel of King
Hezekiah (optional dry exit).
Stop at the Kotel (Western Wall) and experience the special
atmosphere of this holy site and then walk through the Western
Wall Tunnel, the underground continuation of the Western Wall
alongside the Temple Mount.
Lunch on own in the Jewish Quarter and continue with visits to
archaeological treasures and other highlights, among them:
A walk along the Rooftops of the Old City for a behind-thescenes look at the various communities in Jerusalem and how
they live alongside each other.
Hurva Square, the central square of the Jewish Quarter.
The Cardo, the main street of Jerusalem in the 6th
King Hezekiah's First Temple-period “Broad Wall”.
Return to the hotel.
Free time in the Mamilla pedestrian arcade, a very contemporary
shopping area with a whiff of the past, located outside the Jaffa
Gate of the Old City; dinner on own.
The Night Spectacular at the Tower of David Museum: The walls of
the Citadel serve as a stage for a night-time show - a celebration
of sight and sound - that depicts the story of Jerusalem.

nature walks and bird-watching.
Visit Capernaum on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, the base of

Jesus' Galilean ministry, with its remains of an ancient synagogue.
Drive via Tiberias, an ancient/modern city located on the shores

of Lake Kinneret (Sea of Galilee). One of Israel's four holy Jewish
cities, this is where the “Jerusalem” Talmud was codified and where
Maimonides is buried.
Lunch on own en route.
Drive southwards along the Jordan Valley, part of the enormous
Syrian-African Rift, passing by the city of Jericho. Stop for an
overview at ‘Mitzpe Yericho' for a chance to discuss the west
bank's political and diplomatic complexities to gain a behind-theheadlines insight into current developments.
Stop at Mount Scopus for an overlook of the Old and New City of
Jerusalem and to recite the traditional “shehechiyanu” blessing.
Check into the hotel.
Enjoy a night out at the Old Train Station Plaza, with its
fashionable restaurants featuring local and international cuisine.
On certain evenings one can enjoy street musicians, Israeli
dancing and other attractions.

Overnight: Jerusalem

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY TEN  THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2018
INTO THE DESERT, MASADA AND THE DEAD SEA
Early breakfast at the hotel.
Descend to the Dead Sea Basin and ascend by cable-car or

walk up the Snake Path to Masada, Herod's mountain palace
and the site of the Jewish Zealots' last stand against the Roman
Legionnaires. Discuss Masada's role as a symbol of Jewish defence
and its current significance in modern Israel.
Float in the Dead Sea, use the spa facilities of one of the Dead Sea
hotels and enjoy a buffet lunch.
Short hike to Nahal David, the freshwater spring and waterfalls
in the Ein Gedi Nature Reserve, where David hid from King Saul
(time permitting)
Return to Jerusalem.
Dinner on own, perhaps on vibrant Emek Refaim Street, in
Jerusalem's German Colony.

Visit the graves of Theodor Herzl, Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres on

Herzl, followed by a walk through the National Military Cemetery.
Lunch on own.
From the Diaspora to Jerusalem- Take a walking tour through the

colourful neighborhood of Nachlaot. Visit the various synagogues,
walk through the narrow alleys and learn more about the different
ethnic communities who make up the neighborhood's mosaic.
Return to the hotel with time to prepare for Shabbat.
Enjoy a private Shabbat dinner with Lone Soldiers and staff of The
Lone Soldiers Center in Memory of Michael Levin.

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY TWELVE  SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2018
SHABBAT IN JERUSALEM
Breakfast at the hotel.
Optional Shabbat services or visit the Israel Museum on own.

Overnight: Jerusalem

Shabbat lunch on own.

DAY ELEVEN  FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2018
MEMORY & RENEWAL

paths to Zion, with a visit to the Temple Mount Overlook and King
David's Tomb.
Return to the hotel via Mishkanot Sha'ananim and Yemin Moshe,
two of the first neighbourhoods of Modern Jerusalem.
Ben Kodesh Lechol: Havdallah overlooking the Old City.
Free time in the Mamilla pedestrian arcade, a very contemporary
shopping area with a whiff of the past, located outside the Jaffa
Gate of the Old City; dinner on own.

Breakfast at the hotel.
Visit the Yad Vashem complex, the Jewish National Memorial to

the six million Jewish victims of the Holocaust, including:
The Avenue of the Righteous
The Historical Museum
The Children's Memorial

Return to the Old City for a Shabbat Walk through unexpected

Overnight: Jerusalem

DAY THIRTEEN  SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2018
MODERN JERUSALEM

DAY FOURTEEN  MONDAY, JUNE 11, 2018
RETURN

Breakfast at the hotel.

Arrival in New York.

Tikkun Olam interactive visit to Yad LaKashish, a multifaceted

sheltered workshop for senior citizens and people with disabilities.
Meet the employees in their workshops, and take the opportunity
to visit the shop that proudly presents their beautiful wares.
Visit Ammunition Hill, site of a Jordanian Police Academy until
1967, and one of the most crucial battle sites for the unification of
Jerusalem in the Six-Day War.
Experience the sights, smells, and tastes of Jerusalem while
walking through the Machaneh Yehuda open-air market, with
lunch on own.
Visit the Hutzot Hayotzer Artists' Colony enjoy breathtaking views,
history and a feast of Israeli art.
Rest of the afternoon at leisure with a chance to pack, relax and
explore the city on own.
Late check-out from the hotel.
Looking Forward: Summary session with the Rabbi and tour
educator over a private festive farewell dinner.
Transfer to Ben Gurion International Airport and check in for the
flight to the USA.

Overnight: Flight

LEARN MORE
CLICK HERE

REGISTER
CLICK HERE

“One’s destination is
never a place, but a new
way of seeing things.”
Henry Miller

trips to the
jewish world*
* Custom-crafted trips for individuals and groups to the Jewish World are available upon request.

arzaworld.com

888-811-2812

arzaworld.com

888-811-2812

