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With day to day changes dictated by the spread of the COVID-19 in our area,
Temple activities and events are subject to change or cancellation on short notice.
Updates will be issued through our website, Facebook page, and email list.
If you do not already receive our weekly email it is recommended you do so immediately by visiting our website
www.bnai-israel.org to subscribe or email webmaster@bnai-israel.org to be added and kept informed.

Rabbi Rosenthal’s Message
As I am writing this article, communities are beginning to cancel events due to the real and
apprehensive arrival of the coronavirus, Covid 19. As we begin to change our policies and think
more strategically about health and safety, I am struck by the link that ancient Jewish scholars
found between health and holiness.
Modern awareness often acknowledges that our bodies, minds and souls are woven together.
When one is deficient, the others suffer as well. It’s remarkable that ancient Jewish scholars were
also able to imagine and define such a link in their writings.
The basis of the link comes from the notion that because we believe that God created us, in the
Divine image, it is our responsibility to take care of our bodies and minds with proper hygiene, sufficient exercise and
sleep, and a healthy diet.
There are references in the Talmud, the codes, and the Midrash that state that personal hygiene is an essential facet
of that responsibility. It has been ingrained in us from when we were little that we need to wash our hands. Yet, the
Jewish link is not always discussed. Ancient Jewish thought indeed found value in hygiene, washing, and
cleanliness. While the goal wasn’t related to warding off viruses, Jewish scholars and sages throughout time have
found value in preserving our well-being.
Here is an example from the Midrash:
Once when Hillel was leaving his disciples, they said to him: "Master, where are you going?" He replied: "to do a
pious deed." They asked: "What may that be?"
He replied: "To take a bath." They asked: "Is that a pious deed?"
He replied:
"Yes. If in the theaters and circuses, the images of the king must be kept clean by the man to whom
they have been
entrusted, how much more is it a duty of man to care for the body, since man has been created in the divine image
and likeness." (Leviticus Rabbah 34:3)
Health is taken so much to heart that Rabbinic precedence requires that we put aside religious obligations in order to
save lives. This is generally referred to as pikuach nefesh, the obligation to preserve or save a life. If you are in a
situation that threatens your life, it is ok to violate the sabbath. And it is permissible and even preferred to break a
fast on Yom Kippur if you are ill or pregnant. Judaism values life and recognizes that if we are no longer alive, we
are no longer able to perform mitzvot and help others. And so, if you ever feel that your health is at risk, or if you are
unwell, know that it is not only permissible but required for you to take care of yourself in traditional Jewish thought.
As we prepare for Passover, I can’t help but think that there are opportunities to further embrace this connection
between holiness and health.
During the Seder, we traditionally wash our hands. The first time without a blessing and the second, with one. We
pour water on our hands to spiritually cleanse ourselves. Traditionally, we use only water for holy purification; we do
not clean our hands with soap. This year, when we wash our hands, perhaps we can modify the ritual by not only
(Continued on page 3)

Streaming Services

About our Services

We stream our services weekly. If you are unable to join us in person check
us out online. Simply visit www.bnai-israel.org and click on Live Stream from
our menu on our home page. If you are using a mobile device you may need
to have the YouTube app installed for it to work. *** Please check the
website for any temporary changes in technology used for streaming ***

Our Friday night worship is conducted in
English and Hebrew. Services are every
Friday evening. Our Shabbat Services are
the 1st, 3rd, and 4th Fridays at 8:00 pm. We
have a Family Service geared toward
school age children the 2nd Friday of each
month at 7:15 pm. The Rabbi will offer
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings for the
month at this service. We also have a
Tot Shabbat Service geared toward
pre-school children the 3rd Friday of each
month at 7:00 pm. In a month where there
is a 5th Friday we have a Musical Shabbat
Service at 7:30 pm.

Schedule of Services
Fri. 4/3

Shabbat Service

8:00 PM

Sat. 4/4

Morning Service
10:00 AM
With the Bar Mitzvah of Luke Loewe

Fri. 4/10

Family Service
For Grade 3

7:15 PM

Fri. 4/17
Fri. 4/17

Tot Shabbat
Shabbat Service

7:00 PM
8:00 PM

Fri. 4/24

Shabbat Service

8:00 PM

Sat. 4/25

Morning Service
10:00 AM
With the Bat Mitzvah of Lindsey Szczepanski

See note
above as
well as
President's
Article
on the next
page

Torah and Haftarah Readings
April 4: Leviticus ch. 6 vs. 1 through ch. 8 vs. 36
Jeremiah ch. 7 vs. 21 through ch. 8 vs. 3; ch. 9 vss. 22 through 23

April 11: Exodus ch. 33 vs. 12 through ch. 34 vs. 26
Ezekiel ch. 37 vss. 1 through 14
April 18: Leviticus ch. 9 vs. 1 through ch. 11 vs. 47
Ezekiel ch. 36 vss. 22 through 36
April 25: Leviticus ch. 12 vs. 1 through ch. 15 vs. 33
II Kings ch. 7 vss. 3 through 20 or Isaiah ch. 66 vss. 1 through 13 and vs.
23

Share a SIMCHA
Sponsor an ONEG
Let everyone celebrate with you for your
Birthday, Anniversary, Graduation,
or any simcha you would like to share.

Contact : Sharon Miller
slmil54m@aol.com

Our Saturday Services are held when there
is a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. These are open to
the community. Please join us.

Bulletin Information
All items to be considered for inclusion in
the bulletin must be sent, preferably in an
electronic format or delivered to the
Temple Office by the deadline shown
below. Accepted electronic formats are
Microsoft Word, or a simple message in an
email. If you are submitting a picture to be
considered for inclusion, please make sure
that it is a .jpg file. If you have any
questions about these requirements,
Please call (631)775-6147 or email
webmaster@bnai-israel.org.

Upcoming Issue
Deadline:
April 10, 2020
for the May Issue
Please include events for May,
June and July 2020.

Sisterhood
Judaica
and Gift Shop
The Sisterhood Judaica & Gift shop is open
each Friday night after services, by
appointment, and during Sisterhood
Events and Meetings.
Please call the Temple office for more
information or to make an appointment.
(631) 563-1660

President’s Message

Paul Weber

The leadership of B'nai Israel has been contemplating the best ways to respond to the
pandemic of the Coronavirus as it affects us as a community. Heeding the recommendations of
the CDC, we have decided that it is in the best interest of our Congregation as a whole, to
make some important changes in the use of our buildings and our programs for the near future.
The following changes will take place, effective immediately, and will remain in effect until
further notice. Please check the Temple website or Facebook page for any updates. If you
wish to receive email updates, please make sure that you are signed up for our email list.
Beginning Friday, March 20th, Shabbat Services will be available online only. Our Rabbi and
Cantor will connect with us via technology. Further information about accessing services will be shared as we explore
new technology.
ALL Religious School classes are canceled as of Sunday, March 15th. B'nai Mitzvah students will receive information
about online lessons in the near future. Religious School parents will be contacted with more specific information on
how teachers will remain in contact with our students to continue their in-home learning.
The Temple Passover Seder, scheduled for Wednesday, April 8th, has been canceled. Refunds will be issued.
Rabbi Rosenthal is researching ways to stream the Seder. Please check the Temple website and Facebook page for
further instructions.
Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Yoga, and Weight Watchers events will be canceled for the foreseeable future.
The building will be closed to everyone except the office and custodial staff.
Rabbi Rosenthal will contact B'nai mitzvah families and make arrangements for a ceremony that meets each family's
needs.
Please know that these were very tough decisions and were made by the lay leadership in conjunction with the clergy. They were not made out of fear or panic, but out of caution and genuine love, respect, and concern for every
member of our family. The health and well-being of every single one of you will remain our number one priority.
Thank you for your support, understanding, and flexibility during these challenging and stressful times. Given the
high level of uncertainty in this situation, we will be closely monitoring the CDC recommendations as well as the local, state, and federal governments' handling of ongoing closures and procedures. Please remember to follow the
recommended protocols of the CDC to keep yourselves healthy!
We are a loving and close-knit community. May our love and compassion for one another never waiver. To that end,
please know that the clergy and lay leaders are here to offer strength and comfort. Please do not hesitate to reach
out to any one of us.
Paul Weber, President

To sign up for our email list visit www.bnai-israel.org and use the subscribe link
or email webmaster@bnai-israel.org to be added to the email list.

Rabbi Rosenthal’s Message (continued)
spiritually cleaning our hands, but physically cleansing them as well. This year it might be best to wash spiritually
once and a second time with soap for each hand washing moment in the Seder. This slight change can serve as a
powerful reminder between pikuach nefesh, health, and holiness.
When we read the plagues that the Egyptians suffered, may we take to heart the modern plagues we face, including
the coronavirus and take the opportunity to engage in discussion as to what we might do to aid those who are most
vulnerable and in most need.
As we discuss freedom and embrace the symbols of inclusion and renewal such as Miriam’s cup, the parsley and the
egg, let us find hope and faith in the power of our community to aid one another in times of difficulty.
May we all be imbued with healthy souls, minds and bodies as we continue to celebrate our Jewish holidays and
uphold our sacred values.
And may our Passover celebrations be filled with health, happiness and meaning.
Chag Pesach sameach!
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Ritual Committee
Purim is now behind us. What an eventful weekend! Thank you to Rabbi Mary Poppins and Cantor Tigger for the
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious Shabbat Purim service. Thank you Rabbi, Cantor, and the very talented cast of the
Purim spiel. The spiel was wonderfully funny and entertaining! Thank you to Allison Rothstein and Alysha Abrams
and their hard-working crew for making the Purim carnival such a huge success. Thank you to Roselyn Selmanoff
and the choir. Thanks also to Seth Berman, Mike Lambert, and Dave Ellner for the fabulous pictures and videos.
Sorry if I inadvertently forgot to thank anyone. It takes a village to put together these events. Just know that you are
appreciated. We are so lucky to have such giving and talented members of our Temple!
The Temple Passover Seder, scheduled for Wednesday, April 8th, has been canceled. Refunds will be issued.
Rabbi Rosenthal is researching ways to stream the Seder. Please check the Temple website and Facebook page
for further instructions.
We wish everyone a Happy Passover!
The Ritual Committee

Religious School News
Family Worship Service highlighting the
3rd Grade is Friday night April 10th at 7:15 pm.
Please arrive early so that students can be assigned
a part in the service.
***Please remember to bring food or
food gift cards for outreach***
The dates of Religious School Seders will be as follows: April 4th
for Grades 4, 5 and 6 and April 5th for PreK/K and 2nd Grade and
3rd Grade. Please remember to send in the items for which your
child volunteered. Our Seders would not be as wonderful as
they are without your participation.

Dollar A Week Club News
As you read this, spring is in the air. Just as crocuses and daffodils are poking their heads
up, we look forward to some of our “hibernating” $ A Week Club members to re-emerge as
well. Just send your weekly contributions to Religious School with your child’s name and the
date clearly marked on the envelope, or include your contributions with your dues (clearly
indicating that it’s for $ A Week), so that you’ll see your name listed here next month.
The following individuals and/or families have donated at least 25 times:
Sheila & Jerry Kessler, Alice & Mike Lambert, Roberta Rosen, Phyllis & Nat Ozarin, and Sue & Bob Wiener
The following students are members of our $ a Week Club: Aiden Krugman, Aaron Lindner and Madelyn Ruelius

Blood Drive Reminder & Important Update —April 27
Whether you are a veteran blood donor or willing to give it a try for the first time, there will be no better time than to
plan to donate at our spring blood drive on Monday, April 27th, any time from 2:00 to 8:00 PM. As a reminder, all
donors must have a picture ID and if you already have a donor card, the automated registration process will make
sign-in faster and easier. Appointments are helpful in arranging the Blood Center's work schedule, but if you are not
able to commit in advance let us know you plan to be there and come when you can. Bring family members and
friends. And walk-ins are always welcome. Call the Temple Office, 631-563-1660 to make an appointment or for
additional information. Thank you. Your blood donation will be appreciated!
Important Blood Drive Update
In an emergency memo to Blood Drive Coordinators encouraging us to go ahead with our April drive, the Blood
Services pointed out that in just one week at the start of the coronavirus outbreak, 120 scheduled blood drives were
cancelled by sponsors and an estimated 10,000 units of blood would therefore be "lost" to the Greater New York
community. While everything remains in flux, if we are able to go ahead on April 27th we will make every effort to do
so. In an emergency blood drive immediately following the Sandy storm, B'nai Israel nearly doubled our average
number of donations and we would strive to do that again if at all possible.
Stay tuned.

Ira Rosenfeld Scholarship
We will once again be offering an opportunity for students to apply for
our Ira Rosenfeld Scholarship. Applications will be available in the
Temple office or though the Temple website.
Requirements are:
Applicant must be a B’nai Israel Temple member or Applicant must
have attended B’nai Israel Religious School through senior year; and
Applicant must be currently enrolled, or enrolling, for the upcoming
semester in an accredited college for the coming semester. Previous
scholarship winners are ineligible.
Applicants will be required to submit an essay with application form.

Deadline is: May 18, 2020

Thank you, The Ira Rosenfeld Scholarship Committee

Youth Groups
Both Youth Groups have been going well. We’re looking to plan a date to go to The Escape Room in the
near future. We had a wonderful time planting various plants as a Tu Bishvat project. The Senior Youth Group led our
congregation in this year’s Tu Bishvat Seder and did a great job.

The youth groups went to The Holocaust Exhibit at The Jewish Heritage Museum in January and were enlightened
about their Jewish history. If you and your family have never been to this museum, I suggest this as a
wonderful learning experience for all. Our youth groups meet once a month to eat pizza, chat and plan activities. The
Senior Youth Group is having a Sleepover in our social hall on April 4-5 and permission slips will be sent to each of
the parents.
Our next Senior Youth Group Meeting is April 6. All the meetings for the Senior Youth Group are on the first Monday
night of the month at 6 p.m, before Religious Class. Our next two Junior Youth Group meetings are scheduled
for April 27 and May 11 at 5:45 p.m. right before 7th Grade Religious School.
All are welcome to join either Youth Group, all you need to do is R.S.V.P. and come to a meeting.
My cell phone number is (631)766-2382. Let me know that you’ll be there and we look forward to seeing you.

Looking forward to seeing you,
Patricia Ellner and Deb Daniels, Youth Group Advisors

Sisterhood Newsletter
As Spring begins to shine, April is coming in like a Lamb. Pat and I want to thank all the committee members who
organized our Women’s Seder. I want to give a special thank you to Joi Garvin who spent endless hours re-creating
a new a Haggadah for us. We are regretful that we had to cancel this special event. Our main goal is to keep
everyone safe and protected, and a community seder was determined to be an unwise decision this year.
We still have a few events that we are planning for when the current situation improves and changes. Please put on
your dancing shoes as Rabbi Rosenthal will teach us Israeli dancing on April 21st. Even if you have three left feet,
come on down and learn; it will be fun. Then you will be ready for next year’s Seder.
March was Women’s History Month. Women were once denied their privilege to vote until 1920. Please execute this
important privilege and make sure you vote in the April primary, as well as, in November. Remember you’re not just
voting for President. You vote may determine who is nominated for the Supreme Court, federal judges, etc. It’s
a very important election, and we all need to be part of it.
We want to wish everyone a Zissen Pesach! Stay healthy, avoid crowded places, and use your time home to relax
and enjoy your life.
Thank you,

Patricia Ellner
Stephanie Plewka
Co-Sisterhood Presidents

Tuesday , Apr 21
Tuesday May 19
Tuesday, June 16

Learn to Folk Dance Israeli Style
Faye Robins/ Reiki Meditation
Donor Dinner 6:30 pm Invitation to follow

Sisterhood Slate 2020 - 2021
President
Past President
Programming

Co-Fundraising
Co-Membership

Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Bulletin
Co-Donor Dinner
Children’s Programming
Judaica
Publicity

Stephanie Plewka
Patricia Ellner
Joyce Amato
Deb Brack
Rita Porwick
Ann Michelson
Debby Lazen
Robyn Ruelius
Shari Kaufman
Thea Gunther
Sandy Weber
Trish Linder
Robyn Ruelius
Elyse Holts
Shari Kaufman
Linda Monaco
Barbara Scolnick
Karen Sweeting
Stephanie Plewka
Ann Armoza

Religious School Liaison
Temple Liaison
Social Action
Covered Onegs
Uncovered Onegs
Onegs—Hospitality
Shalom B’Lev
Yarmulkes
Military Bridge

Historian
Temple Board Rep
Trustees

Alice Lambert
Sandy Weber
Barbara Scheiber
Shari Kaufman
Ellen Motlin
Alice Lambert
Sharon Miller
Debby Lazen
Harriet Jacobs
Ellen Tunick
Linda Monaco
Ann Michelson
Shari Kaufman
Adrienne Wilber
Sandy Weber
Natalie Berhumoglu
Joi Garvin
Ellyn Harris
Debby Lyons
Jen Miller
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Donations & Contributions
We gratefully acknowledge the following donors for their contributions to B’nai Israel Reform Temple:

Yahrzeit Fund
Rich & Trish Lindner
In memory of Trish’s mom Ruth Williamson
General Fund
Laura Weisberg
Donation
Richard & Ellen Tunick
In honor of the birth of our grandson Preston Tunick
Marvin & Teri Kolker
In memory of Seymour Levine
Linda & Nick Monaco
In memory of Bruce Plewka
Linda & Nick Monaco
In memory of Bernie Lazen
Phyllis & Bill Heckman
In memory of our dear friend Thomas Elsbree
Help a Family Fund
Gerald & Rochelle Slochevsky
Donation
Ethan William Snair Memorial Fund
Tuesday Night Card Game
Donation
Gammie & Pop Pop
In loving memory of our beloved grandson Ethan William
Grandma
In loving memory of my beloved grandson Ethan
Gammie & Pop Pop
Happy 20th Birthday to our granddaughter Katy Faith
Ira Rosenfeld Memorial Fund
Arlene & Steve Trigg
In memory of my dear mom, Pearl Goldstein
Alice & Mike Lambert
In memory of Tom Elsbree
Alice & Mike Lambert
In memory of Marcia Hochheiser
Jerry & Sheila Kessler
In memory of Tom Elsbree
Jerry & Sheila Kessler
In memory of Rosalie Rock
Outreach Fund
Alice & Bill Hayward
In memory of Judy Katz
Alice & Bill Hayward
In memory of Ed Pshedesky’s sister, Judy Katz
Barbara Abrams
In memory of Tom Elsbree
Religious School Fund
Lee Elsbree
In memory of my beloved husband Tom
Tom & Linda Reeve
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Diana & John Ryan
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Sue Harrison
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Marilyn Jorg
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Cathy Pjatt
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Debbie Recke
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Renee Wolcowitz
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Teri & David Guinau
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Maria Pacheco
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Valerie Sparks
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Mary Kelton
In Memory of Thomas Elsbree
Rabbi Rosenthal Discretionary Fund
Teri & Marvin Kolker
In memory of Marcia Hochheiser
Martin Hochheiser
In memory of Marcia Hochheiser
Yahrzeit Fund
Joyce Brass
In memory of my beloved husband Mel Brass
Joyce Brass
In memory of my beloved son Lawrence Brass M.D.

Thank you to Linda Monaco for her very
generous donation of two file cabinets,
mailboxes and office supplies.
They are greatly appreciated!

Brotherhood Update
The next Brotherhood breakfast will be held on Sunday, May 17th
at 9:30am, program to be announced.
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Long Island Ducks Fundraising 2020
As the 2020 baseball season approaches, negotiations are underway
between B'nai Israel and the new Ducks concessionaire to put in place a
contract for the upcoming season. As outlined in the March bulletin, we will
be committed to 11 Saturday evening home games and additional week night
fireworks and some "special events" games as they are scheduled.
To meet our commitments and to earn commissions that in recent years have
netted more than half of all fundraising revenue for B'nai Israel, we rely on the return of our cadre of experienced
volunteers but must recruit additional help from first timers as well. The more volunteers we have, the lighter the
load for everybody and the higher our potential for income.
Volunteers must be able to work on their feet for at least a couple of hours at a time and be 16 years old or older, (or
14 years old with valid working papers.) Community service credit is available. No previous experience is
needed. Training is on-the-job and if we report to Ducks Stadium at 5:00 PM, even rookies are ready to go by game
time at 6:35. A mid-game break is provided along with a dinner meal of stadium food. Games are typically over
before 10:00 PM, but we begin to wind down as business slows and many volunteers are able to leave earlier in the
evening. (Or, everyone is invited to hang out for the fireworks show that typically follows our Saturday night games.)
Our Saturday schedule is as follows. Please note the dates on your calendar and lock in as many as you can on
your summer schedule. May 2, 16 and 30; June 6 and 20; July 4, 18 and 25; and August 8, 22 and 29.
Whether you can do one game, every game, or something in between, we are looking forward to a large turnout of
volunteers. Please contact us at ducks@bnai-israel.org for more information and to let us know that you will be
available. With your help we look forward to another profitable Ducks baseball season.

Pesach VI

2p Blood Drive

6:30p School grades 7 8

5:45p Jr Youth Group

27

28

Yom HaZikaron

6:30p School grades 7 9

9:30a School grades P/K 2 3

Dancing with Rabbi Rosenthal

6p SAT Prep Class (if needed)

26

7:30p Sisterhood Israeli

20

Yom HaShoah

Yom HaAtzmaut
2:30p Chair Yoga

29

2:30p Chair Yoga

22

6p Bar/Bat Mitzvah Lessons

10:15a Weight Watchers

30

6p Bar/Bat Mitzvah Lessons

10:15a Weight Watchers

23

Hashoah

8p Shabbat Service & Yom

24

10a Torah at Panera

8p Temple Board Meeting

7:30p Finance Committee

21

9:30a School grades 4 5 6

Meeting

Mitzvah of Lindsey Szczepanski

10a Morning Service with Bat

9:30a School grades 4 5 6

25

11:15a Adult Education

School Day grade 6

9:30a Interfaith Anti-Bias

7p School grade HS

2:30p Chair Yoga

8p Shabbat Service

6p Sr Youth Group

7:30p Building & Grounds

18

Pesach III

No School

6:30p School grades 7 8

Pesach VII

3 Service

11

7p Tot Shabbat

15

Pesach II

Bulletin Deadline

7:15p Family Service & Grade

10

17

14

Pesach I

10:15a Weight Watchers

Pesach V

9

16

13

9:30a School grades 1 3

Pesach IV

No School

19

12

Temple Seder

7p CANCELED - First Night

7:30p Intro to Judaism

Erev Pesach

2:30p Chair Yoga

8

6:30p Adult Hebrew

8p Fundraising Committee

7:30p Board of Ed

Committee

Mitzvah of Luke Loewe

9:30a School grades 4 5 6

4
10a Morning Service with Bar

8p Shabbat Service

3

April 2020
Saturday

7p Communications

10:15a Weight Watchers

Friday

6p Bar/Bat Mitzvah Lessons

2

2:30p Chair Yoga

Thursday

1

Wednesday

6

7

Tuesday

9:30a School grades P/K 2 3

No School

Monday

5

Sunday
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Spring Flower Sale

Mother's Day

Bulletin Deadline

Israeli Day Parade

Service

10a Shavuot & Confirmation

31

Memorial Day

7:30p Finance Committee

9:30a School grades 1 3

25

6:30p School grades 7 9

24

18

9:30a Brotherhood Breakfast

6:30p School grades 7 8

5:45p Jr Youth Group

11

26

10:15a Weight Watchers

2:30p Chair Yoga

6p Bar/Bat Mitzvah Lessons

28

27

Erev Shavuot

8p Temple Board Meeting

Meeting

7:30p Building & Grounds

Robins

10:15a Weight Watchers

21

6p Bar/Bat Mitzvah Lessons

10:15a Weight Watchers

14

8p Fundraising Committee

7:30p Board of Ed

Committee

7p Communications

6p Bar/Bat Mitzvah Lessons

10:15a Weight Watchers

7

Thursday

6p Bar/Bat Mitzvah Lessons

2:30p Chair Yoga

20

2:30p Chair Yoga

13

2:30p Chair Yoga

6

Wednesday

Reiki Meditation with Faye

7:30p Sisterhood Meeting:

19

Lag B'Omer

Meeting

6:30p School grades 7 9

12

7:30p Sisterhood Board

7p School grade HS

5

6p Sr Youth Group

Tuesday

4

Monday

17

9:30a School grades P/K 2 3

10

9:30a School grades 1 3

3

Sunday

Installation Weekend

Yom Yerushalayim

Shavuot
7:30p Musical Shabbat

29

Memorial Day

8p Shabbat Service &

22

8p Shabbat Service

7p Tot Shabbat

15

7:15p Family Service

8

Installation Weekend

Fundraiser

5p Ducks Concession Stand

Mitzvah of Connor Mullady

10a Morning Service with Bar

30

Mitzvah of Alice Rapport

10a Morning Service with Bat

23

Fundraiser

5p Ducks Concession Stand

Rabbi

10a Torah Study with Guest

Israeli Festival

9:30a School grades 4 5 6 &

16

Mitzvah of Zachary Raden

10a Morning Service with Bar

9:30a School grades 4 5 6

9

Fundraiser

5p Ducks Concession Stand

Mitzvah of Adam Aurelio

10a Morning Service with Bar

Spring Flower Sale

Haatzmaut

2

9:30a School grades 4 5 6

Spring Flower Sale

May 2020
Saturday

8p Shabbat Service & Yom

1

Friday
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Would you like an opportunity to get to know our Rabbi better……and to have Rabbi get to know you better at the
same time? Well, here is your chance.
We have been hosting small groups of Temple associates who get together with Rabbi Rosenthal in the cozy setting
of someone’s home to discuss where we have come from, what we hope for the future and any other interesting topics that arise.
So far we have had seven get-togethers and the feedback has been overwhelmingly positive There are now open
dates available as far out as April in various locations as follows:
Apr. 5 at 2:30PM at the home of Barbara Abrams in Islip
Apr. 28 at 7:30 PM at the home of Paul & Mary Fink in Sayville
If you are interested in joining Rabbi and some of your colleagues to spend some informal and informative time together, please contact Barbie Saslau.
631-981-7861 saslau@optonline.net

Did you know we are selling Grocery Store Food Cards again?
Contact Rich Lindner (516) 641-8050 or the Temple to purchase Consider
donating food cards to the Temple’s
Outreach Committee to help others in our
community who are in need of some
assistance.
Thank you and Happy Shopping!

With day to day changes dictated by the spread of the COVID-19 in our area,
Temple activities and events are subject to change or cancellation on short notice.
Updates will be issued through our website, Facebook page, and email list.
If you do not already receive our weekly email it is recommended you do so immediately by visiting our website
www.bnai-israel.org to subscribe or email webmaster@bnai-israel.org to be added and kept informed.

Do you receive our weekly emails and news emails?
What about the Condolence notifications?
If you answered no to either of those,
please consider signing up so you can
stay connected to your congregation
throughout the year
Two easy ways to sign up!
Visit our website and click the
sign up links on the home page.
www.bnai-israel.org
Send an email to webmaster@bnai-israel.org
and let us know which lists you’d like to join.

@birtoakdale

birtoakdale

Email Scam Alert
Emails with wording similar to the image below have been
circulating. These emails make it look like the email has been sent
from either our Rabbi, Rabbi Emeritus, or Temple President.
Please be aware that this is a scam and we will never ask you via
email to buy gift cards or click on a link to donate money. Please
note, it is not Temple policy to ask for gift cards.
These are called "phishing emails". Please see below for more information on how to figure out if an email is
a scam.

Signs of a phishing e-mail
•

Unexpected requests. If you receive a request out of the blue—one that you don’t regularly handle—it’s
likely to be a phishing e-mail.

•

Urgency. Most phishing e-mails prompt recipients for action ASAP; that way, there’s not enough time to
process what they’re reading and doubt its veracity.

•

Poor grammar, spelling, or syntax. Typos and strange syntax are common features of malicious e-mails.

•

The hover-over link doesn’t match. If you hover over a link within an e-mail and the URL doesn’t match
the description of the link, it might be a malicious website. Do not click it.

•

Asking for sensitive information. Phishing e-mails often ask you to “verify” your credit card number,
social security number, or account password. Never share sensitive information through e-mail.
What to do

•

Do not investigate unfamiliar links. If the e-mail concerns an online account that you log into regularly,
simply open up a new browser window yourself and log in as normal.

•

Delete the e-mail. Do not forward suspected phishing e-mails to anyone.

•

Call the sender. If you’re unsure, verify the e-mail’s veracity with the sender. Don’t use a number
provided from the e-mail because it could be fake. If you don’t know the legitimate number, try
researching the official website of the business or individual.

Condolences. . .

The B’nai Israel Congregational Family extends its deepest condolences to the Elsbree family on
the loss of Lee’s husband, Thomas Elsbree; to the Hochheiser family on the loss of Martin’s wife,
Marcia Hochheiser; to the Courtney family on the loss of Carin’s mother, Harriet Cohen; to the Margolis family on the loss of Sonia’s brother, Seymour Wenowsky. May they find comfort in the
blessings of good memories that will always be theirs.

Yahrzeits

The following names of loved ones whose Yahrzeit are observed during the preceding
week will be read before the Kaddish Prayer at the Friday Evening Service on:

April 3rd
*Louis Baker
Charlotte Balzer
Molly Baraban
*Anna Benofsky
*Selma Berkowitz
*Lillie Bermowitz
*Morris I. Bernstein
*Ada Blum
Peter Bolze
Johanna Bossert
*Arthur Cleveland
*Anne Cooper
*Esther Dalva
*Louis Dreznik
Annie Frost
*Abraham Geller
*Joseph Helfer
*Phyllis Bromberg Heller
Dr. Jacob Hoffer
Celia Jacobson
Anne Jortner
*Marjorie Lizio
*Hyman Katz
*Mary Matarasso
*Martha McCaffrey
*Morris Mirrer
*Pearl Mirrer
*Paula Moss
*Sydell Phillips
*Phyllis Pollack
Edward J. Rockowitz
Sandra Rosen
*Richard Rosenfeld
*Samuel Sacks
*Stanley E. Sacks
*Mildred Scheck
*Ida Minna Schwartz
Eugenie Shayer
Hannah Silberman
*Annie Sonkin
*Louis Stahl
Rachel Tarter
*Ruth Wahlberg
*Hannah Weiss
Hon. Leonard D. Wexler

April 10th
Sophie Auerbach
Deborah Bartfeld
Blanche Debeauchamp
*Lillian Gershowitz
*Minnie Goodman
Frank Grillo
Frederick Gurney
*Ame Hamburger
Vivian Harris
*Phyllis Bromberg Heller
Charlotte Hellreich
*Karl Hoffman
*Rebecca Kalt
*Albert Lewis
*Pauline Lindenbaum
*Abraham Marder
Irene Meister
*Dorothy Meyers
*Pauline Michaelson
*Leo Mihlstin
Norah Montalbano
*Lt. Emanuel Moyses
*Harriet Ellen Ringle
Bernice Rosalimsky
*Anna Rosenberg
*William Rosenberg
Evelyn Rovinsky
Max Sacher
Rudolph Scher
*Libby Schlosser
Regina Schwalb
Ruth Schwartzman
Richard Siegal
*Samuel Siegal
*Max Silver
*Judith D. Sumner
*Herman Tackel
*Mac Tieman
*Abraham Weiner
*Abraham Weinstein
David Wexler
*Maj. Stuart Adam Wolfer
*Sylvia Yourist

April 17th
*Joshua Anapoell
*Harry Baslaw
*Alfred A. Baum
*Fay Berger
*Pauline Berman
*Seymour Bobrowsky
*Joseph Braff
*Stephen Stanley Brook
*Gertrude Cayne
Bertha Dixon
Irving Ehrlich
Pat Elsbree
Seymour Factor
Ann Fier
Martin Fier
*Terry Fried
*Max Friedman
Allen Gross
Irving Harrow
Mildred Harrow
*Janice M. Higgins
*Fay Kirschbaum
Abraham Laufer
Bronca Laufer
Jules Laufer
Minna Laufer
Harriott Leonhardt
Gus Liebman
*Jerome Markowitz
Arthur Michael
Bud Mitzman
*Doris Motlin
*Sidney Ober
*James Alan Ostreicher
Steven Paskin
Juliette Prezelski
Bori Rauchman
*Betty Rein
*Meyer Rubinsky
*Alice Saslau
*Moe B. Schwartz
William Segal
*Pearl Stahl
*Sarah Sternig
*Fannie Tepner
Mildred Thaler
*Jean Weiss
George Zimmerman

April 24th
Rebecca Abramowitz
Kate Astarita
*Harry Bader
*Sarah Bader
*Anna Blieberg
*Pauline Brand
Hilda Cohen
*Ann Doverman
Gerald Dunn
*Fanne Ellner
*Louis Fitzer
*Max Foreman
*Joel Friedman
Nathan Friedman
Faye Gallo
*Judith Gansrow
*Nora Margaret Gittleman
*William Gladstone
*Dr. Arthur Herman
*Selma Israel
William Jacobi
*Henry H. Katz
*Marvin Mandresh
Bessie Marcus
Miriam Mihlrad
*Shirlee Mittleman
Rose Robbins
*Ira Rosenfeld
Lenore Rosenfield
*Anne Stein
*Isidore Talve
*William Tepner
Martin Ullman
Shirley “Billie” Woolf
*Emanuel Zablo
*Leo Zusman

I.J. MORRIS, INC.

Jewish Funeral Directors Since 1888
21 E. Deer Park Road , Dix Hills (631) 499-6060
55 North Station Plaza, Great Neck (516) 487-8600
46 Greenwich Street, Hempstead (516) 486-2500
1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn (718) 377-8610
114-03 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills (718) 263-5365
21 W. Broad Street Mt. Vernon (914) 664-2062

www.ijmorris.com
Preplan—call for information
Monuments by I.J. MORRIS, INC.

SHALOM MEMORIAL
CHAPELS, INC.
Funeral Directors

Complete graveside service with casket
$4530.00
760 Smithtown ByPass, Smithtown, NY 11787
Tel: (631) 360-1600 Fax: (631) 630-7978
www.shalommemorialchapelsinc.com

PLEASE CONTACT US WHEN
SOMEONE IS SICK OR IF THERE
IS A DEATH IN THE FAMILY
so that the Temple can
extend its assistance.
Before making any funeral
arrangements, please call.

See Temple Directory
for phone numbers.

BE YOUR OWN GUEST
WAITERS/WAITRESSES
BARTENDERS/GRILL PEOPLE
(631) 745-1180 or (631) 580-4432
YOU BE THE GUEST, WE’LL DO THE

REST!!!

410 Motor Parkway,
Hauppauge, NY 11788

631-435-1101

MITZVAH CATERERS
AT THE NORTH SHORRE JEWISH CENTER

YOUR PLACE OR OURS
WEDDINGS, BAR/BAT MITZVAHS, BRISSIM, BABY
NAMINGS,KIDDUSHIM, SHIVA MEALS, ELEGANT
DINNER S, OFFICE, BBQS OR ANY EVENT
ASK FOR ANDREW OR IRWIN (516) 351-0661

“Mitzvah caterers will gladly donate a portion
of your bill back to your organization”
STRICT ORTHODOX RABBINICAL SUPERVISION

LITTLE’S LANDSCAPING

Russ: 631-256-6783
Commercial and Residential
Landscaping Design & Maintenance
Snow Plowing
Licensed and Insured
@

YOUR AD HERE!

YOUR AD HERE!

If you would like to place a business card sized
advertisement please contact the Temple Office
(631) 563-1660

If you would like to place a business card sized
advertisement please contact the Temple Office
(631) 563-1660

Rate is $125 per year

Rate is $125 per year

HOSPITAL VISITS
Due to privacy laws, hospitals do not contact congregational clergy.
If you would like a visit in a local hospital, please have a friend or relative
contact Rabbi Rosenthal at 928-925-3279 or send her an email at
rabbi@bnai-israel.org
Please note some hospitals have restricted visitors.
Bikkur Cholim, visiting the sick
is one way B'nai Israel Reform
Temple supports those who
are ill. Because of Federal
confidentiality
regulations
(HIPAA), hospitals no longer
advise the Temple if a congregant is hospitalized.
We ask that you or a loved
one please aid us in this sacred work by directly contacting
the office or the rabbi to request a visit. Karen or Kim can
be reached at 631-563-1660. Rabbi Rosenthal can be
reached at 928-925-3279. We wish all those who are ill, a
speedy refuah shleimah, complete healing.

Please note some hospitals have restricted visitors.

Temple Directory
67 Oakdale, Bohemia Road, Oakdale, NY 11769
Phone (631) 563-1660
Fax (631) 563-9816

Website
Email

www.bnai-israel.org
office@bnai-israel.org

Clergy
Rabbi Jessica Rosenthal
(928) 925-3279
Cantor Ilana Plutzer
Rabbi Emeritus Dr. Steven Moss

Temple Office Staff
rabbi@bnai-israel.org
cantor@bnai-israel.org
rabbiemeritus@bnai-israel.org

Board of Trustees
President, Paul Weber
president@bnai-israel.org
Past President, Steve Sonkin
slzonk@bnai-israel.org
Vice Presidents:
Buildings & Grounds, Jay Tuller
bandg@bnai-israel.org
Fundraising, Seth Berman
fundraising@bnai-israel.org
Administration, Dave Ellner
Treasurer, Michael Lambert
Financial Secretary, Joel Silverman
financial@bnai-israel.org
Recording Secretary, Debby Lyons
Trustees: Barbara Abrams, Natalie Berhumoglu, Jeannette Berman,
Deborah Brack, Arthur Diamond, Paul Fink, Thea Gunther, Allen Kaminsky,
Debby Lazen, Marcus Mitchell, Richard Motlin, Stephanie Plewka, Rita Porwick,
Barbie Saslau, and Adrienne Wilber.
Representatives:
Brotherhood: Gil Sacks, Sisterhood: Sandy Weber, School: Paige Sacks
Legal Representative:
Steven Taitz

Committees, Groups, and other individuals to know...
Choir Director, Roselyn Selmanoff
Sisterhood Co-President,
Patricia Ellner & Stephanie Plewka
sisterhood@bnai-israel.org
Brotherhood President, Gil Sacks
brotherhood@bnai-israel.org
Membership, Arthur Diamond
membership@bnai-israel.org
Ritual Chairperson, Sandy Weber
ritual@bnai-israel.org
Donations Committee
donations@bnai-israel.org
Youth Group
Patricia Ellner & Tricia Lindner
Groundskeeper, Joel Silverman
Custodian, Tom Smollins
Yarmulke Orders
(631) 472-1888
Harriet Jacobs (for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and Weddings)
Outreach, Alice Lambert
(631) 589-1375
lambert1@optonline.net
Communications
Jeannette Berman
(631) 775-6147
webmaster@bnai-israel.org

Karen Smollins &
Kim Rogers-Schade

Religious School
Chairperson, Alice Lambert
(631) 589-1375
Religious School Office
(631) 563-1663
school@bnai-israel.org

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Scheduling
Fran Baker
(631) 567-1537

Advertising
To place a Business Card sized
advertisement please contact
the office. Space is limited.

Temple Caterers
B’nai Israel is limited to these
caterers for any celebration in the
Temple Social Hall. Please see
Kitchen Committee with any
questions or requests.

Lessing's Caterers
(631) 277-7800
(631) 581-0022
Mitzvah Caterers of Plainview
(516) 938-1310
(516) 351-0661
Woodbury Kosher
(516) 681-7766
Zan’s Kosher Caterers
(631) 979-8770
Miller Place Bagel & Deli
(631) 331-4576
Pastrami & Friends
(631) 499-9537
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67 Oakdale-Bohemia Road, Oakdale, NY 11769
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www.bnai-israel.org

With day to day changes dictated by the spread of the COVID-19 in our area,
Temple activities and events are subject to change or cancellation on short notice.
Updates will be issued through our website, Facebook page, and email list.
If you do not already receive our weekly email it is recommended you do so immediately by visiting our website
www.bnai-israel.org to subscribe or email webmaster@bnai-israel.org to be added and kept informed.

