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May is a time of emergence. Flowers begin to bloom, gardens begin to sprout, and birds’ songs 
are everywhere. We come out of the winter caves we have dug ourselves into and might even be 
tempted to frolic. The joy that Spring brings also carries with it hope and renewal, and energy for 
new projects. 

One of the most exciting parts of my job is to participate in continuing education. In Judaism, we 
speak of lifelong learners - because we know that the more we know, the more we realize we 
don’t know. And because Judaism is constantly changing and evolving. Not only is it important to 
model continued learning - it is essential that I continue to gain new knowledge to share in the 
congregation. 

In that spirit, this month I will participate in a series for clergy facilitated by the Religious Action Center or RAC, the 
social justice arm of the Reform movement. It is called: Using Our Moral Voices to Address Oppression Inside &  
Outside of Our Jewish Communities 

This will be an opportunity to help clergy to deepen our commitment to and capacity for using our power as  
anti-racists, not just people who oppose racism, but who actively work to create a more just reality. 

In addition, I will be taking a course on Pirke Avot. It will speak to how we navigate the tensions between truth and 
peace throughout these famous texts as well as within our world today. 

For me, these opportunities are not only a way to bring Judaism to life but add an element of action. Much like the 
flowers pushing through the dirt to the surface that have deep roots, these activities will connect me to my past and 
force me to push upward and outward. 

I look forward to sharing what I learn and continuing to learn from the wisdom that each of you provides. Together 
may we plant a gan eden, a garden of eden, bright, colorful diverse and beautiful. 

Rabbi Rosenthal’s Message 

We will once again be offering an opportunity for students to apply for our Ira 
Rosenfeld Scholarship.  Applications will be available in the Temple office or 
though the Temple website. CLICK HERE 
  
Requirements are: 
Applicant must be a B’nai Israel Temple member or Applicant must have  

attended B’nai Israel Religious School through senior year; and Applicant must be currently enrolled, or enrolling, 
for the upcoming semester in an accredited college for the coming semester.  Previous scholarship winners are  
ineligible. 
  
Applicants will be required to submit an essay with application form. 
  
Deadline is:  May 16, 2021 
  
Thank you, The Ira Rosenfeld Scholarship Committee 

Ira Rosenfeld Scholarship 

http://www.bnai-israel.org
https://bnai-israel.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/53/2022/04/IraRosenfeldScholarship2022.docx


It’s Been Busy at the Temple! 

Dear Temple Families, 

April has been a busy time at the temple. There were two Religious School Seders, a  
Temple Seder, two B’nai Mitzvahs, a blood drive, Torah studies, and lots of meetings. 

It is great to see all of this in person activity, and to know that we are also continuing to 
stream all of our services for those who are out of state or cannot attend in person. 

There will be three more B’nai Mitzvahs in the month of May, and I encourage you to attend 
at least one of these Saturday morning services. It energizes me and gives me joy to see 
our young students lead the services and become Jewish adults surrounded by their friends 
and families. 

I also encourage you to join our Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting on May 19th at 7 pm.  

Last month, I wrote about the tremendous need for members to volunteer for Temple committees and events, and 
this month, I’d like to highlight a few of them: 

1. If you’ve been to the Temple recently, you may have noticed workers power washing and sealing the concrete 
block façade of our building, and others cleaning out our sump. There is always necessary upkeep on our aging 
School and Temple building, and the Buildings and Grounds Committee needs to determine the necessary work 
and arrange for contractors and volunteers.   

2. Likewise, the Ritual Committee is always busy. Not only does it prepare for the High Holidays, but it also works 
on the Passover Seder (and other events) along with Sisterhood, and has a role at every holiday and service 
throughout the year. 

3. Lastly, the Membership Committee is also in need of new volunteers. Many of our long-standing Temple  
members have moved off of Long Island or are no longer able to attend services. We need new ideas and new 
events to encourage young and returning families to become involved.  

If you have an hour or two per month, your assistance would be greatly appreciated. Please let Karen know at the 
office or reach out to me with any questions. We’ll put you in touch with the correct people. 

Finally, the B’nai Israel community continues to keep Ukraine and its besieged countrymen close in our thoughts and 
prayers during these tragic days. Our request for donations to HIAS in support of Ukrainian refugees has led to a 
contribution of about $4,000 so far, including a special outreach donation from the Temple and another from the  
Sisterhood. Thank you to all who made this possible. Please keep the donations coming. 

L’shalom, 

Paul 

President’s Message                Paul Fink 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYsde2hrj0uEtBXxQSWCLNswC4brw5abDMM




We hope that you enjoyed a sweet and meaningful Passover.  Mark 
your calendars for the following upcoming special Shabbat services.   

Friday, May 6th at 8:00 p.m. for Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel Independence 
Day).  Come learn some Israeli dances at the Oneg!! 

Shavuot service and Confirmation will be on Friday, June 10th at 7:15 
p.m. 

Many events are being discussed and planned for the upcoming spring 
and summer months. Looking forward to some warmer days… 

Ritual Committee                 Sandy Weber 

May 7th:  Leviticus ch. 19 vs. 1 through ch. 20 vs. 27 
Amos ch. 9 vss. 7 through 15 
 
May 14th:  Leviticus ch. 21 vs. 1 through ch. 24 vs. 23 
Ezekiel ch. 44 vss. 15 through 31 
 
May 21st:  Leviticus ch. 25 vs. 1 through ch. 26 vs. 2 
Jeremiah ch. 32 vss. 6 through 27 
 
May 28th:  Leviticus ch. 26 vs. 3 through Ch. 27 vs. 34 
Jeremiah ch. 16 vs. 19 through ch. 17 vs. 14 

Torah and Haftarah Readings  

Amy & Jeff Nagel in honor of their son Gabriel becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Janet McCauley, Frances & Stanley Baker and Catherine Wangenstein  
in honor of their son & grandson Matthew becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Peter Thomas & Stacie Weissman-Thomas in honor of their son Scott becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

We are so excited and proud of Liora Sarah Hyman who is graduating from Arizona State University summa cum 
laude with a Bachelor of Music, with a focus in Music Therapy and a concentration in voice. We know you will bring 

your heart, soul and talent to all you encounter. We love you! Mom (Cantor Ilana) and Leslie.   



 

Ducks Fundraising Underway! 

As you read this month's bulletin 2022 LI Ducks baseball is underway and our first game of the season 
working concession stands at Ducks Stadium in Central Islip is behind us. A full season of fund-raising  
opportunities lies ahead with eleven more Saturday night fire-works nights, ten Wednesday evenings and 
whatever other chances we get from time to time to earn big bucks for B'nai Israel. There will be monthly 
updates and reminders in the Bulletin and weekly updates to share the results of our efforts in a timely 
manner.  

Our schedule for this month includes Saturdays, May 7th, 14th and 28th as well as Wednesdays, 
May 18th and 25th.  

Whether you've worked with us in the past or are willing to give it a try for the first time, email  
ducks@bnai-israel.org to let us know that you are available to help.  

We report to Ducks Stadium at 4:30 PM, game-time is typically 6:35 and we wrap-up at or toward the end 
of the game, usually after 9:00 PM. Volunteers must be at least 16 years old and able to work on their feet 
for the duration of the game. Uniform tee shirts and hats will be provided.  

The 10% commission we receive on concession sales is important to B'nai Israel for several  
reasons. It is not only our largest single fund-raising effort of the year, but is all profit - we have no  
expense. And, it is unique in that it is all "outside" money - none comes out of the pockets of Temple  
members. As we wrap up our fiscal year in June and agonize over of the budget for next year, Ducks  
income is more important than ever in helping the Temple make ends meet. We need your help. Please get 
in touch and lend a hand from time to time. 

with the 

Saturdays 
May 7th 
May 14th 
May 28th 
June 4th 

June 18th 
June 25th 
July 2nd 
July 23rd 

August 13th 
August 27th 

September 10th 

Wednesdays 
May 18th 
May 25th 
June 8th 

June 22nd 
July 6th 

July 13th 
July 27th 

August 17th 
August 31st 

September 14th 
 
 

mailto:ducks@bnai-israel.org


JOIN 
US 
FOR
SHABBAT

WE'RE
OPEN! shabbat services

 listed below

FRIDAY

EVENINGS

631-563-1660

office@bnai-israel.org

bnai-israel.org

MAY 2022 SERVICES

5/6 8:00 PM
SHABBAT SERVICE & YOM HAATZMAUT

& LEARN ISRAELI DANCING DURING THE ONEG!

5/13 7:15 PM
FAMILY SERVICE WITH MONTHLY BIRTHDAY AND

ANNIVERSARY BLESSING

5/20 7:00 PM
TOT SHABBAT (IN PERSON ONLY)

5/20 8:00 PM
SHABBAT SERVICE

5/27 8:00 PM
SHABBAT & MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE

All services are 
in-person and on
Zoom unless
otherwise noted.



B'nai Israel Security Protocol
Our plans to keep you safe!

will be locked at all times
EXCEPT 30 minutes prior to the
start of an event or service. 
 Doors will be locked 10-15
minutes after the start of the
event or service.

DOORS HELLO!
Volunteers will monitor the
door throughout the
service or event and greet
all congregants and visitors
who arrive. Even those who
arrive late!

PLEASE be ready to provide your name or picture ID if asked.
The greeters may ask for this information if they do not recognize you.

B'nai Mitzvah families
must provide the Temple office

 with a guest list including vendors
such as a photographers and 

 videographers
 TWO WEEKS PRIOR 

TO THE EVENT.
This will streamline entry 

to their service.

Would you like to help us and be one of our greeters?
Please contact the Temple office to let us know.

We love Volunteers!

Thank you for helping us stay safe!

WE LOVE VISITORS
Are you bringing a guest with you? Know

someone who may drop by for a service? Let
the Temple office know ahead of time so they

can be added to our list. This will expedite
their entry to the event or service.



We are selling Grocery Store Food Cards! 
Contact Rich Lindner (516) 641-8050  

or the Temple Office to purchase.   
Consider donating food cards to the Temple’s  

Outreach Committee to help others in our  
community who are in need of some assistance.  

Cards can be delivered to you! 

Everyone is invited to join us for 

Shabbat services on Friday  

evening, May 27th, as we  

remember and honor the sacrifice 

of military members lost in recent 

conflicts.  Veterans in particular 

would be welcome as we pay  

tribute their fallen comrades.   

Join us in-person if you can,  

or on Zoom. 

https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/s15bxwd30mj8d86/

