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Consider Hanukkah.

Whil e Hanukkah i s d&mewnf anile cred etbrawelkeld Jewi sl

minor festival that is not mentioned in our He
The Festival of Lights is based on historical events
make the official cannon of Jewish sacred texts.
I& in the book of the Maccabees 1 and 2 that we find t
Jews by banning various Jewish rituals and practices,
religion. To make matters even more complicated, there
to integrate into Greek society permanentl y. Some <cha
assimilation and a more rigid Jewish observance.
Anot her misconception is the story of the oil. This s
Maccabees won the war. The-noghgi naelsti easomwasonr hahet die
opportunity to celebrate the holiday of Sukkot, whi ch
i mportant festival
It was only | ater in the Tal mud that the story of t h
authorities. The new story assured them that the hear
nati on, but was rat&emiaacéleelbfatmaa«mn ngf aGedndl e | ast f
|l asted for one.
With the rise offcEnonrymlieanadihe ap to the founding o
popul ar symbol of nati onal strengt h. The idea that a
odds was appe@l newl yorebraaeabbed national narrative. Tt
Jewish prototype who could work the |l and and defend th
And in Amerd cantilt @hrsinst mas became such a big holiday
December experience. I n fact, i n most of t he worl d, g
t he |'deteentluor y and e & 9 BsO daadlolpyt eidn tthhee t radi ti on of gift g
part of American December holiday cel ebrations.
Today, we make | atkes, participate in menorah |lightin
have a special shabbat each year. Someti mes we charact
or as an example of what a small number of peopl e can
For me , this year, Hanukkah wil|l be about& gavtmpanng E
throughout i1its changing history, that has remained a c
and joy in doing so.
Nobody knows how future generations wil/ connect with
continue to be a communal source of I|light, | aughter, h

Lght  (fawghler  Jope  Joy


http://www.bnai-israel.org

UPCOMING CLASSES » 1

ADD TO
YOUR
CALENDAR

TORAH STUDY 10 AM

ADULT EDUCATION T11AM

e November 11th e February 10th

e November 18th e March 2nd

e December 2nd e March 16th

e January 20th e April 6th

o January 27th o April 20th

e February 3rd e May 4th (No Adult Ed)

Schedule is subject to change. Please watch the
weekly emails and bulletin for updates.

QUESTIONS?

RABBI ROSENTHAL RABBI@BNAI-ISRAEL.ORG
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" ‘YWWQThe story of Chanukah is one of dedication an
T 'enemies. The rededication of our holy temple.

‘.As we _enter Chanukah 2023/ 5784 we as Ameri ca

month in | srael as wel |l -saesmiitnica eacsti ;1 gtl yo rdd lsg hu r
this article, we Hanemijvestapgygsodédtthiee h&5ri fic
to rededicate ourselves to our religion. Bei nq
member is so much more.
I f yohlu odome to any services, try to come once
often, try to come once a month. Do you see a
sisterhood event Hel p us at the blood drive
game Again, can you see the pattern.
There is no easy answer ha@éroev.e |belaopse ahtahtieel e t hee st at emen
|l *' Shal om and may your Chanukiah candles burn bright an
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Due to a shortage of qualified personnel, the Long | s
usual schedule of spring and summer blood drives. But
area and on Long I sl and, we have been asokieedart oe vheenltp oont
26t h between 2:00 PM and 7:30 PM.

The need is always great this time of year, just w h
donat e. Pl s, schools and campuses are closed for the
do most of the year As in the past, this is when B'na
again tilkiveryeamonor wil/l receive an emai l voucher for

family members and friends to donat e. "Earn" additiona
Donors are eligible starting at age 16 (with written p
regul ar -tamoe fdiommsotr s t o make plans to volunteer. Templ e
donors can exmedviittdh ¢heck Bl ood Center donor card and
Onl i ne appointments are al waynss haerlep fvell,c osnmeeed falsy ewe | Ib.ut
and the entire Long I sland community by making plans t
Thank you.

| OOOAAAE #1111 EOOAA 2ADPI OO 1T EAA | Al
As we | ooking forward to Chbog&bhewst anddnl alt hest ionm kign
just around the corner. With the arrival of winter aniq
who are suffering; fuel prices are very high, rents ar
Pl ease consider makogr aaddtm&thredmp tucs ,t thel p ot hers as r
is an individual family that needs our hel p, and som
because we have been able to help them in the past.

As al ways, dopaetrichmabbe hond items are greatly appre
Religious School, your donations can be put into the I
carry heavy bags of groceries, gift cards to super mark
I f you, or someone you know within our congregational
weédl see what we can do. Al requests and records are |

Thank you. I wish everyone a saf e, heal t hy, and peacef
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SATU RDAY ADMISSION IS $10 PER PERSON

B’'nai Israel Reform Temple Social Hall

12/2 @ 7PM 67nOakdaIe Bohemia Rd

Oakdale, NY 11769



Tempea Busmess Mxer

We are hosting a special business
mixer. All temple members are
welcome to aftend. This is an
opportunity for exchanging
business ideas and exploring
potential collaboration.

Mark Your Calendar!
Date: Monday December 4th, 2023
Time: 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM

Place: Temple Social Hall. Light
refreshments will be served.

R.S.V.P mark@markwittenberg.com
or call 516.220.1759 for additional
information.

EIlTie Smith delivering coats and sweaters to d
hope to collect more coats, sweaters, and gl ov

Vivian Hart
President/CEO

Pronto of Long Island Ine.
Office: (631) 231-8290 x 107
Cell:  (516) 220-0055

PRONTO *

People Helping People
www.prontolongisland.org

54 years of service...pronto!

Special thanks to the B'Nai
Israel Reform Temple in
Oakdale and Dr. Ellie Smith
and

Rabbi Rosenthal for
organizing

a coat and sweater drive
for Pronto's neediest
families.
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During the 2023 baseball S €
earned $18, 077 i n commi ss
concession stands for the L

Pl ease join us on Friday eveVYang,sshec&mbas ohstBoadtu c8h 0 C

PM for a special service and OO0kt & MVeCoidad 26 &2 HDH ¢S apy

thank you to the three dozeyi Yolylant e st WhQ rCOdndngQtJb?

their time and effort throughout theMé?ﬁs%rbducoh make t
our most prodisablendenagain this year!

Jerry & Robertai Bnhbnob6al

' new ggreandBseonn ami n James
/5 (fW We | ove to wish people Maz
I f you have some great ne

1:1 1 pl ease |l et us know by contacti

-~ -
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DecembdrGenhesis ch. 32 vs. 4 t hro d h
Hosea c¢ch. 11 vs. 7 through ch. 1:
Decemb'diGedesis ch. 37 vs. 1 thro
Zechariah c¢ch. 4 vss. 1 through 7
DecembétGdmesis ch. 41 vs. 1 thro
I Kings ch. 3 wvs. 15 through ch.
DecembétGe@Besis ch. 44 vs. 18 thr
Ezekiel c¢ch. 37 wvss. 15 through 2!
Decembé?G8mesis ch. 47 vs. 28 thr
I Kings c¢ch. 2 wvss. 1 through 12

3AETT1T . AxO
A very special thank al l odh a it h s r-aaamii

“3Fun Night with Hammer and Stain! It
pfland the projects were amazing!

We wi | | be celebrating

School with a festival
wi || end the morning in
Si sterhoo& Chialnditkearh Par §
and siblings are encour ag

The Sisterhood Chanukah gift shop wildl be
I'l your Chanukah needs.

**Attention Saturday Rel. gEiao:th sShhhod | dp g r EAEEES o ;
the Sanctuary. This is par of the Religious School
parents are encouraged to attend and participate in th
I n case of emergency school <c¢closings or delayed openin
Parent s: Pl ease check your emai | regul arly for anno.l
assignments as this is our primary method of communi ce

and you have not been receiving ¢ orsrcehsopooln@bsnmacie svi bp b ¢
current email address.

Pl ease continue to bring in tzedakah, $ A Week and foo


mailto:school@bnai-israel.org

BLOOD DRIVE

DONATIONS SAVE LIVES
B'nai Israel
Reform Temple

BLOOD DRIVE

Tuesday, December 26, 2023
2:30pm - 7:00pm

Each presenting donor will receive 1 voucher via email redeemable for
two (2) complimentary tickets to a select 2023-24 New York Islanders regular
season home game at UBS Arena.*

To make an appointment please scan the QR code,
or call Melissa at (917) 566-8537

Appointments are preferred however walk-ins will be welcomed if space permits. Please remember to eat, drink and bring your
donor ID card or ID with name and photo. Masks are optional for all donors and staff. For full list of COVID-19 safety protocols,
please visit nybc.org/coronavirus.

*While supplies last and game exclusions apply

New York v
2> Blood Center 800.933.BLOOD - nybc.org  #nybloodcenter




Committee has been continuing to ident
interests. Through smal.l group meetings

that strengthen our temple community.
ave any ideas for an i neenrbeesrts hg4dpa@bmamili @l

ith you to support your 1ideas.

OWbbl’@rSOU'phIis is a messagehowbiwhibstsipesnd t
ths in the Boca, Delray,l mrormBbgmttom Bteayx miarar & @&
family during this ti me, Barbie Saslau would I|ike to
attend Shabbat servicebifwti ar €otoend or p IS¢ a £ @ mé¢%adgl.8 Bla.r bi e

Business Owners andvebintcén® por €on €dloh Son Dece
We are organiBusignes sspMdicimdt Ewielnlt be tailored specific
business or are involved in entrepreneurship. This ev
ideas, and exploring potential <collaborations. Pl ease

Event : Templ e Business Mixer

Dat e: Monday , December 4, 2023

Time: -8:30pmoO

Pl ace: Templ e Soci al Hall with | ight refreshme
Pl eassevp by Nov éddmbere n3lldtnhg naanr ke@mnaai rlk viiot:t enber g. com
We | ook forward to your participation and to creating
guestions, or want additional i-2n2f-007r 5nBa.t i oThh, a npkl eyaosue, chbanrt|

Couples Connecti on

Are you | ooking for opportunities to connect with oth
starting a group so couples can get toget her foalnd ffdrgiWem
can plan lunches or dinners, movi es, pl ays or other ol
in November or December . | f you are interested in jo
whet her you prefer a daytime or evening meeting) to Sa
I |l ook forward to sharing suggestions with you.

Sandy

Lei surely Single

Lei surely Single is a new group, we wel come all singl
December 17, 2023 wi || be a Hanukkah Cel eb&athioaurs.e Wea
Stephanie wil/ be making | atclOé6sh. t Rl d &@de htegx tk nlobewr i &t y(0h
bring additional food, please discuss with Stephanie.
In Iieu of exchanging gifts, we are asking for monetar
SAVE THE DATE

January 13i,s2&2HBot Luck &L throaulseeomtatl Bavr. b aMea wi | | be havi
sert. Let Barbara know if you have a special dish you I
Hopefully, you will join us at one or more of our acti
are open for new ideas, join us and make some new frie

Barbara Abr ams


http://membershipatbnai-israel.org
mailto:mark@markwittenberg.com

W H AT Sisters sharing laughter and tears during these sad and
emotional times.

D o E S Sisters not being alone during this Chanukah season.

| SISTERHOOD Sisters praying together for Peace.

| Sisters gathering together, helping to heal the world.
) M E A N Sisters sharing fears and happiness, together we can

% TO YOU? acomplish so much.

Come join us for a festive evening at our GIFT EXCHANGE,
Tuesday, December 19 @ 7pm.
Happy Chanukah to all, Thea Gunther, Sisterhood President 3 -
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DECEMBER 19 Al 7PM
SISTERS A $20 WRAPPED CIFT TO EXCHANGE
PLEASE SNACKS OR COODIES TO SHARE

BRI NG NON—PERISHABLES/TOILETRIES TO DONATE




THE NEW
MAH JONG CARDSES
ARE COMI NG!

ANOTHER YEAR!
ANOTHER CHALLEN

The 2024 Mah Jong Card orders willl 200e24t.a

This year the prices from the League

Standard card @ $14.00 and Large card @ $15.00

Al l checks are t o Gbai masdrea epla ySaibsl tee rt hoo oBe

and mailed along witha |Iist of names

Thea Gunther, 219 Normandy Road, Massape

A form is supplied for your convenience bel o0\

Thea a34-B3aA%2 Your Sisterhood t hBMXGY!lyou fo

| f V 0 UESSariEEstes ke titel puhracihi| s ey o ur Vv

NAME&ADDRESS # CARDS $



https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/w147o6a11eu8ql8/
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https://bnai-israel.org/donations/



https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/p6x9hqg0koz7sl/















http://www.ejthedj.com/
http://www.thebristal.com/
http://www.absolutedjs.com/
http://www.photovideoguys.com/
http://www.helenkeller.org/



https://sterling-digital.com/




