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ñWhen you are finished changing, you are finished.ò - Benjamin Franklin 

Personal and communal changes that introduce potential growth, further understanding and  
tolerance are essential to our lives.  While it can be hard and unfamiliar and sometimes even 
scary, change is what allows us to be lifelong learners, seekers and explorers. Change is what 
allows us to continue and start anew.  

What I find fascinating is that as we change so does our understanding and interpretation of the 
Torah. Consider what it means to celebrate shabbat. In the Torah this month we will we read, 
ñremember the sabbath day and keep it holy, six days you shall do all your work, but the seventh 

day is a sabbath of God: you shall not do any work, you, your child, your slave, your cattle or the stranger in your  
settlements.ò Resting was at the heart of what it meant to celebrate shabbat so much so that people complained 
about waiting for shabbat to end so that they could STOP resting. And then during Temple times, there were  
sacrifices and perhaps a psalm. But there were no services, or special meals, or even specific prohibitions related to 
resting. All of that came later. And now we have services, delectable foods, joyous songs, prayers, candle lightings 
and treats to boot.  

This monthôs Torah portions: Yitro, Mishpatim, Terumah and Tetzaveh are full of similar commandments and  
progressions. Parshat Yitro details the giving of the 10 commandments. In subsequent Torah portions there are laws 
about how to lead a Jewish life, what to eat, how to celebrate holidays, how to give donations, what our inner  
Mishkan should look like, and how the worship leaders should behave. All of these laws and ways of worship are set 
for an ancient worship system that doesnôt exist anymore. And the worship leaders were part of the ancient priest 
system, one had to be born into to participate.  

Thankfully, we have come a long way from this type of worship. I myself am glad that as the leader of our  
community, I am not required to sacrifice a goat or other animal. And I am equally thankful that worship leaders donôt 
have to be men who are specifically descendants of Aaron.  

I love that we are continuing to evolve, to try new ways to celebrate our beautiful tradition, and honoring the heart 
and not the letter of the law. Because the truth is that as our understanding of what is right, what is ethical, what is 
meaningful changes, so do our laws, even laws that are written in the Torah.  

May we continue to find new and inspirational ways to engage with the ancient laws in our Torah, this month and  
beyond.  

2ÁÂÂÉ 2ÏÓÅÎÔÈÁÌȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

Our annual Scout Shabbat will be celebrated this year on Friday evening February 9th to recognize and honor 
youngsters and adults who participate in the Suffolk County Scouting program. All branches of Scouting will be  
recognized and uniforms are appropriate for the occasion. Scouts do not have to be members of B'nai Israel to  
participate and all are welcome. 

A representative of the Jewish Committee on Scouting will join us that evening. Scouts and their leaders will receive 
a blessing from Rabbi Rosenthal and everyone present in uniform will receive a patch to represent their participation 
in this special service. 

As always, parents, family and friends of our Scouts are invited and encouraged to attend. 

Scout Shabbat 

Friday, February 9 

7:15 pm 

http://www.bnai-israel.org
https://arapahoelibraries.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=benjamin%20franklin&searchType=keyword&f_AUDIENCE=adult


Here we are again. The beginning of the end of winter. Itôs also a ñslowò time in the Jewish  
Calendar. Unfortunately, slow times can mean a harder time figuring out a message to put in the 
bulletin. Last year I fell back and talked about Tu Bôshvat. I probably went to that as a suggestion 
by Jeannette because she made the same smart suggestion. I say that because she suggested it 
again. I try not to repeat myself (it gets harder and harder to do) so I wonôt go down that path. 

I am typing this out and looking out my office window. It happens to be the first real snow of the 
year (for those that are interested you can look back at the weather reports to see if I beat the 
deadline or not!). It is one of those cold miserable winter days. 

It is so easy to bundle up and sit at home when it is cold. I say this because the last few Friday 
nights I had to push myself to make it to the temple for services. Yes, it was cold out and it took 

time for the car to warm up but in the end it was worth it. The warmth that is felt when praying as a group is amazing. 
There are reasons why our traditions say that some prayers are supposed to be said with a group of 10 adults. The 
Reform Movement has evolved, and we will say those prayers with less than 10 adults but there is a lot to be said 
about praying as a community. 

Please donôt get me wrong, Zoom is great and has its place. There are members that have no way to be able to join 
us for different reasons. Cantorsô dad joins us from Manhattan. We had snowbirds join us as a group from Florida. 
Some have joined on Zoom when they are ill. However, if we can be together as a group in person it changes the 
dynamics. 

As 2024 continues I look forward to seeing you in the sanctuary! 

lôShalom, 
Seth C. Berman  

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ          3ÅÔÈ "ÅÒÍÁÎ 

Winter is here, people are hungry, the shelves in the 
food pantry are empty. Please remember to bring  
non-perishable food items and put in bins in Religious 
School and Temple lobbies.  

Gift cards are always welcome. 

/ÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 
!ÌÉÃÅ ,ÁÍÂÅÒÔ 

,ÏÎÇ )ÓÌÁÎÄ $ÕÃËÓɂ0ÌÁÙ "ÁÌÌ 
*ÏÅÌ 3ÉÌÖÅÒÍÁÎ 

As a "heads up" to our B'nai Israel community, although it's 
still winter, plans are already in place and a contract signed 
with the Long Island Ducks to return for the 2024 baseball 
season as the premier non-profit working concession 
stands at the ballpark in Central Islip. The season begins on 
Thursday evening April 25th and continues for us with a 
fireworks night on Saturday the 27th. We hope to work 
those games and as many more as possible throughout the 
spring and summer to earn as much as we can in  
commissions and tips. 

Ducks management is looking for our help to help lower 
their labor cost. And we are anxious to pitch-in as our  
income from Ducks concession stands is expected to  
continue to be our single most profitable Temple fund  
raiser. In the three summers following the pandemic B'nai 
Israel has earned an average of $20,000 each season, 
money that goes directly to the General Fund and pays bills 
throughout the year. There is no limit to what we can earn. 
The more volunteers we can provide the more we can 
make, and we need that income now more than ever!  

Additional details on volunteer opportunities will be  
available closer to opening day. Meanwhile you can check 
out the schedule on the LI Ducks web site, and/or contact 
ducks@bnai-israel.org to get on our mailing list for Ducks 
updates. It is never too soon to volunteer!! We hope to see 
our experienced volunteers back, along with many new  
faces to help out throughout the 2024 season.  

mailto:ducks@bnai-israel.org


BINGO WAS A BLAST! Special thanks to all who participated, helped with set-up and clean up. A huge thank you to 
the best bingo callers ever! We had so much fun! Congratulations to all the winners! Watch for information for the 
next family fun event! 

Come one Come all to the next Family Worship Service on 
Feb 9th at 7:15 pm!  This is a perfect opportunity for all children 
to participate in this wonderful experience. It was so wonderful 
to see so many people at the Religious School Family Shabbat 
Service on January 12th! 

Outreach is an important part of our Schoolôs values. Helping 
people in our community is so important. Please continue to 
bring in tzedakah and food for outreach!  

The Library is OPEN!! It is very orga-
nized; we encourage you and your  
children to borrow books!  

 

Parents:  
Please check your email regularly for announcements of upcoming events and any missed  
assignments as this is our primary method of communication. If we do not have your current 
email address and you have not been receiving correspondences, please email us at 
school@bnai-israel.org with your current email address. 

In case of emergency school closings or delayed openings  
announcements will be made by email. 

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ .Å×Ó 

February 3
rd
:  Exodus ch. 18 vs. 1 through ch. 

20 vs. 23 and Isaiah ch. 6 vss. 1 through ch. 7 
vs. 6; ch. 9 vss. 5 through 6 
 
February 10

th
:  Exodus ch. 21 vs. 1 through 

ch. 24 vs. 18 and Jeremiah ch. 34 vss. 8 
through 22; ch. 33 vss. 25 through 26 
 
February 17

th
:  Exodus ch. 25 vs. 1 through 

ch. 27 vs. 19 and I Kings ch. 5 vs. 26 through 
ch. 6 vs. 13 
 
February 24

th
:  Exodus ch. 27 vs. 20 through 

ch. 30 vs. 10 and Ezekiel ch. 43 vss. 10 
through 27 

4ÏÒÁÈ ÁÎÄ (ÁÆÔÁÒÁÈ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇÓ  

https://pjlibrary.org/


https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/x135qrgl0rglzp5/


https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/k1dmnksl1u1sss5/


https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/k1dmnksl1u1sss5/


Our members continue to participate in our Temple  "Interest Groupsò; group members get to know each 
other better as they plan and participate in a range of activities.  Our current ñInterest Groupsò are:  
 
A Business Mixer is scheduled for Monday, Feb. 5th at 7:00 in the Temple Social Hall. Members are  
encouraged to bring guests to this event. Contact Mark Wittenberg for more information 
at mark@wittenberg.com. 
 
Couples Connection Couples met in January and have planned a series of monthly activities. A ñGame 
Nightò (bring dessert to share) is scheduled for Saturday, February 24th at 7:00 pm in the Temple Social 
Hall. Contact Sandy Weber for more information at sandra.weber654@gmail.com 
 
Leisurely Single Members have scheduled time with the Rabbi on Monday, February 26th at 1:00 pm. The 
topic will be ñGather and Noshò. Details about the location will be included in Temple emails. Please contact 
Barbara Abrams for information at babrams19@gmail.com 
 
A Snowbirds group joined the January 5th Friday night Shabbat Service virtually. Our showbird friends 
were able to participate in the service with a group alliyah They also have plans to join us again in February 
and March. Contact Barbie Saslau for information at saslau1@gmail.com. 
 

Temple members are invited to join these groups as they continue to meet and build relationships within our 
Temple community. Contact Fran Leiboff at membership@bnai-israel.org with ideas for other interest 
groups or Temple events. 

Trish & Rich Lindner on the birth of their grandsons,  
Elias Andrew Wright, 6 lbs. 11 oz., &  

Gabriel Bishop Wright 6 lbs. 7 oz., born on December 23, 2023.  

Shari & Tom Hanwright on the birth of their granddaughter,  
Charlotte Isabella Hanwright, born 1/19/2024, 6 lbs. 7 oz.  

 

 We love to wish people Mazel Tov! If you have some great news, please let us know 
by contacting the Temple Office. (631) 563-1660   office@bnai-israel.org 

mailto:mark@wittenberg.com
mailto:sandra.weber654@gmail.com
mailto:babrams19@gmail.com
mailto:saslau1@gmail.com
mailto:membership@bnai-israel.org












https://bnai-israel.org/donations/










http://www.ejthedj.com/
http://www.thebristal.com/
http://www.absolutedjs.com/
http://www.photovideoguys.com/
http://www.helenkeller.org/


https://sterling-digital.com/



