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This past month, I attended the Central Conference of Americans Rabbisô (CCAR) Convention in 
Philadelphia, PA.  

The conference is a time to meet new colleagues and reunite with old friends, to learn from  
experts in the field, to get a sense on the pulse of the American congregationôs interests,  
challenges and passions and how to best meet them.  

This CCAR convention included many diverse workshops, lectures, break out groups and informal 
discussions. For now, Iôd like to share a few snapshots of special moments that impacted me the 
most.  

For our opening program, we visited the Weitzman National Museum and learned from Dr. Lila Corwin Berman. She 
led us through the complicated history of what it means to be a citizen here in the United States, and how that has 
changed throughout time.  While historians often claim that America has been a place of belonging and acceptance, 
we learned that this was not always the case. From the state level, there were far more prerequisites to be a citizen. 
Jews couldnôt hold public office without making a Christian oath and there were laws that limited their economic 
rights.  In one particularly frightening case, a Jew was stripped of their citizenship after spending time abroad in  
Israel.  

This lecture reminded me of the fragility of democracy and the power that corrupt individuals have to cause incredibly 
harmful changes to our freedoms and rights to be citizens. The first Amendment in the Bill of Rights prohibits the  
federal government from infringing on our rights to practice Judaism, but as history has proven again and again since 
1791, we can never take our citizenship for granted.  

That evening, we discussed how easy it is for those who hate to take away our freedom and safety. We heard from 
Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker, the Rabbi in Colleyville, TX who was taken hostage in his synagogue with a few  
congregants in 2022 because a 44-year-old British Pakistani believed the antisemitic trope that Jews have control 
over the government, and thought that he could get a terrorist released from custody. Rabbi Cytron-Walker shared a 
preview of a new documentary about his harrowing tale with never-before-seen footage from inside the synagogue. 
His wifeôs testimony was particularly moving. She shared that he had always promised her that she would never be 
alone and could go first and that the day that he was held hostage he had called to say that he didnôt know if he 
could keep that promise. Many were moved to tears. We then discussed how we could still be welcoming while doing 
our due vigilance to keep our folks safe through security and security training sessions.  This is such an important 
and ongoing topic for Jewish congregations today. 

The next day, I went to the LGBTQ community center in Philadelphia and learned about the history of LGBTQ  
Philadelphian Jews who fought for their civil rights. There is a life size mural of their protests in the 60ôs in front of the 
liberty bell. It was fascinating to hear that the folks who participated in those protests were the ones who started the 
gay pride parades in NY after Stonewall.  

After a general history, some of the folks from the Jewish LGBTQ community shared accounts of how they were 
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completely excluded from synagogues.  As a result, the original LGBTQ  only synagogue was formed in 1975. They 
shared a space with a local reform temple starting in 2005, and finally merged  with that same synagogue in 2015.  
The newly merged synagogue created gender neutral restrooms, affixed rainbow mezzuzot to the entry ways and 
kept the artifacts from before the merger on the walls of the building. And today they are continuing to explore new 
ways to create safe spaces of belonging.   

On Tuesday, the  focus was  on a topic that has transformed our communities, our changing relationship to Israel  
after October 7th. The conference did a beautiful job of highlighting and honoring our Israeli Reform rabbinic  
colleagues throughout the conference.  And that night, they led services and shared poetry and personal accounts of 
their experiences. Itôs not often we hear direct accounts from colleagues, and their words were powerful, emotional 
and included strong words for the return of the hostages yet also hopes for the end of the fighting. 

Rabbi Oded Mazor (the Rabbi of Kol HaNeshama) wrote a prayer for the beginning of Adar (a traditionally joyful 
time).  He said, ñMay it be Your will that we are able to hold together the diverse needs within one community to cry 
and to laugh, mourn and to dance, to celebrate as always to sit in silence. May it be Your will... that we witness a 
turning reality in a new direction; not of killing, fighting and destruction, but of salvation demanding goodness, words 
of peace and truth.ò 

Overall, the week was full of highlights, learning, renewal, inspiration, collaboration, and intergenerational dialogue.   

I look forward to sharing further gleanings with our lay leader partners as we move forward together.  

May learning always be a treasured tool and an asset that informs, challenges us and feeds our souls.  

It seems like just yesterday that I was talking about Passover in the April 2023 bulletin article. It is 

easy to know that Passover is coming, supermarkets have out the beginnings of Passover  

displays, spring training is coming to a close and allergies are in full swing. 

To me there is no greater holiday than Passover. Like a good amount of our holidays you can use 

the old Rubrik, ñThey tried to kill us, we survived, lets eatò. Yes, I know that Passover is a great 

deal more than this. Afterall how many of our prayers mention ñled us out of Egyptò in it? 

Passover to me brings back memories of large family Seders where we would see family  

members you hadnôt seen in a year, counting the pages until the magic phrase of ñdinner is 

servedò (I think it was page 21 in our Haggadah), that tasty dinner, rushing to find the afikomen, 

Foxôs Ubet Chocolate Syrup to make egg creams and many other wonderful desserts.  

As I have grown older (and hopefully wiser) I realize just how important this  

holiday is. It shows the resilience of our people. We survived bondage, rushed out 

of the living areas without having time to bring food to eat, crossed what was a 

body of water while being chased and trekked through the desert for 40 years  

before reaching the promised land. Of course, it wasnôt full of us questioning Ado-

nai but that is what we do, isnôt it?  

We are what we are largely due to what happened during the story of Passover. 

We are a strong and vibrant religion. Yes, we have our challenges and yes we 

might question what we are doing (even on a congregational level) but we are 

here to stay as a people. So as we sit at our Seder table whether it be at your 

house, a family memberôs house or at our Congregational Seder, engage in a 

good conversation. Where are we as a people and where are we going? 

Jeannette and I wish you and your family a Zissen Pesach, 

Seth C. Berman 
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Spring is officially here and everything is starting to bloom. I smile as I look around and realize that we have survived 
the winter. 

I do realize that there are many people who have had a rough winter and they are suffering. There has been much 
illness and there are people who have long roads ahead of them. 

Please donôt feel alone!. There are many resources at the Temple to offer many different kinds of help. There are 
many people to whom you can talk and who can offer assistance/advice.  The clergy, Board members, the outreach 
committee, and other congregants are always available to lend a hand or an ear (or both) to anyone in need. 

We are always here for you, but we donôt always know who you are until you call, text, or email us.  Please reach out 
to us so that we can get to know you and try to help.  Your communications will always be kept in the strictest  
confidence. 

Please remember also, that there are many families in our congregation and local communities who need our  
support; we are still being asked to reach out with donations of non-perishable food and household items.  Grocery 
dollars arenôt going far enough to feed families and the shelves in the Food Pantry are almost empty. There are bins 
in the Temple and school lobbies into which donations can be placed.  

Grocery store and pharmacy cards are always welcome and are an easy way to help people who need assistance. 
Donations to the Outreach Fund are greatly appreciated.  

I hope that you continue to enjoy everything that spring, and soon summer, has to offer. Thank you for your ongoing 
generosity.  
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April 6
th
:  Leviticus ch. 9 vs. 1 through ch. 11 vs. 47 

Ezekiel ch. 45 vss. 16 through 25 
 
April 13th:  Leviticus ch. 12 vs. 1 through ch. 13 vs. 59 
II Kings ch. 4 vs. 42 through ch. 5 vs. 19 
 
April 20th:  Leviticus ch. 14 vs. 1 through ch. 15 vs. 33 
Malachi ch. 3 vss. 4 through 24     
 
April 27th:  Exodus ch. 33 vs. 12 through ch. 34 vs. 26 
Ezekiel ch. 37 vss. 1 through 14 
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Family Worship Service highlighting all the students is Friday  
night April 12

th
 at 7:15 pm. The students will be participating in  

the service. Please join us for a memorable experience! 

 

Please remember to bring food or  
food gift cards for outreach 

 

The Religious School Seders will be Saturday, April 6
th
 for grades 

3-6 and Monday, April 8
th
 for Grade 7. Parents are welcome to  

attend. Please watch for more information to come home youôre 
your child. Make sure your child is there for this memorable  
experience! 

 

The Purim Carnival and Movie night were a great success! Thank you to all who 
joined us for these fun events! We are looking forward to planning more family fun 
events next year! Email us at school@bnai-israel.org with any suggestions.  

 

The last day of Religious School is May 18
th
. We will have our annual Festival to  

celebrate another great year! More information to follow! This is always a fun day  
for all students.  
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Our members continue to participate in our Temple  "Interest Groupsò; group members get to know each 
other better as they plan and participate in a range of activities.  Our current ñInterest Groupsò are:  
 
A Business Mixer is scheduled for Monday, April 8th at 7:00 in the Temple Social Hall. Members are  
encouraged to bring guests to this event. Contact Mark Wittenberg for more information 
at mark@wittenberg.com. 
 
Couples Connection Couples have planned a series of monthly activities. Contact Sandy Weber for more 
information at sandra.weber654@gmail.com 
 
Leisurely Single Please contact Barbara Abrams for information at babrams19@gmail.com 
 
A Snowbirds group gathers together in Florida for a fun social time and they also join us virtually for ser-
vices on Zoom Contact Barbie Saslau for information at saslau1@gmail.com. 
 

Temple members are invited to join these groups as they continue to meet and build relationships within our 
Temple community. Contact Fran Leiboff at membership@bnai-israel.org with ideas for other interest 
groups or Temple events. 

Marissa & Joseph Scholl  
on the occasion of their daughter Brianna 

becoming a Bat Mitzvah 

 
 We love to wish people Mazel Tov!  

If you have some great news, please let us know 
 by contacting the Temple Office.  

(631) 563-1660 
office@bnai-israel.org 
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http://www.ejthedj.com/
http://www.thebristal.com/
http://www.absolutedjs.com/
http://www.photovideoguys.com/
http://www.helenkeller.org/


https://sterling-digital.com/
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https://reformjudaism.org/
https://urj.org/
https://rac.org/
http://www.jcrcli.org/



