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This month is Jewish American Heritage month. Former President George Bush designated it in 
2006. The resolution passed unanimously and sought to highlight the vibrant and varied American 
Jewish experience.  

As we live the Jewish American experience every day, it seems only appropriate that we also use 
the month for an opportunity to do a little introspection. What comes to mind is an activity that I do 
with our 9th graders. 

During the Confirmation service, one of the most powerful moments is the opportunity for each 
confirmand to state a personal confirmation statement out loud in front of the congregation.  It 

starts with, ñI am Jewish because.ò Some of our kids talk about their love of feeling like part of a family at Bônai Israel, 
some talk about their special connection with a favorite Jewish holiday experience. And some quote a lofty principal 
like, love the stranger as yourself or tzedek tzedek- justice, justice we shall pursue.  I love to work with students to 
craft their statement, and to hear them read it at their service. This is a time for them to look beyond that statement 
of, Iôm Jewish because my parents tell me I have to be, but instead to say, THIS is the kind of Jew I am- THIS is the 
part of Judaism I confirm with a full heart. Truthfully, this is an activity that we could all benefit from, especially this 
month.  

What would yours say?   

What piece of your American Jewish experience is most core to your identity? 

This is a practice that we shouldnôt limit to just once, like during a confirmation class. Similar to how we bring a new 
perspective each year when we reread the Torah, our answers to this question also may change based on our  
experiences. So often we focus on what we arenôt, or whatôs difficult about being Jewish like the rising antisemitism, 
the complicated feelings that come with Israel being in conflict, or the holidays that focus on some of our darker  
moments like yom hashoah or Tisha bôav. Instead, we need a little reminder every once and a while that the Judaism 
that is part of who we are is beautiful, vibrant and worth fighting for.  

I invite you to participate in this project: writing a statement that says, ñI am Jewish because....ò and continue to state 
what you love most about being Jewish. If youôd like to share, Iôd love to see. Send me an email at rabbi@bnai-
israel.org.  

Wishing you all a special, meaningful and informative Jewish American Heritage Month! 

2ÁÂÂÉ 2ÏÓÅÎÔÈÁÌȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

-ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ $ÁÙ 3ÈÁÂÂÁÔ - 2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ (ÏÎÏÒ 

Everyone is invited to join us for Shabbat Services at the start of the Memorial Day Weekend on Friday evening. 
May 24th at 8:00 pm.  B'nai Israel will remember and honor by name Jewish service members lost during recent 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Veterans and their families in particular will be welcome as we pay tribute to their 
fallen comrades of all denominations in all U.S. wars, everywhere.  If you can't join us in person, tune in on Zoom 
and participate with us from home. 

http://www.bnai-israel.org
mailto:rabbi@bnai-israel.org
mailto:rabbi@bnai-israel.org


Shalom, 

After a recent fraud text went out in Rabbi Rosenthalôs name, I feel compelled to use this space 

as a warning. 

Nobody from the temple will send you a text or an e-mail asking for a donation of gift cards to be 

made electronically to them. While there are times you might see a plea for donations from myself 

it will always be by letter or in this publication. The Rabbi, Cantor nor I, would never text asking for 

help in any manner. 

As time has gone on scammers have tried to be more sophisticated and we need to be vigilant 

not to fall into their traps. They do their best to make it seem like we are the ones sending the  

request. 

We need to be vigilant in any electronic requests that are received. Alongside this article is some information  

regarding ñphishingò. Please look and protect yourself. 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ          3ÅÔÈ "ÅÒÍÁÎ 

Shalom friends... 
This is an important continued reminder: 
I (Rabbi Rosenthal) will NEVER send you an electronic com-
munication asking for gift cards. 
 
This is a continued spoofing technique whereby people pre-
tend to be me from a different email address/phone number 
that is not mine. 

 
Sadly I cannot do anything to stop these messages; they are 
not coming from my phone number or from my email. 

 
The latest spoofing scam is a text message that reads 
something like this: 
ñHi, this is Rabbi Rosenthal and I urgently need some gift 
cards. I am in an important meeting and need help from you 
as soon as possible. Please buy an Ebay card and an Apple 
card for $200 each. Scratch the pin #s on the cards and take 
a picture and send to me so I can forward them easily.. They 
are for refugees. How quickly can you do this?ò 

If you receive such a text message report the sender, 
block them and then delete the message. 
 

Rabbi Jessica Rosenthal 

Visit these links below  

to learn more about how  

to protect yourself 

https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-

and-avoid-phishing-scams 

https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-

2020/smishing.html 

A Video to Watch on Youtube with examples and 

info on how to protect yourself. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxlR1st8QKI 

https://bnai-israel.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a53665a1f3f04c0f67d458a2&id=4d3cd6e78f&e=4ee847d705
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-phishing-scams
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-phishing-scams
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-and-avoid-phishing-scams
https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2020/smishing.html
https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-2020/smishing.html
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The Students and their families enjoyed their Passover Seders!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped set-up, clean-up, and participated 

 

The final Saturday of Religious School will 
be May 18

th
. Please join us for Pizza, fun, 

crafts, and friends! Watch your email and 
check your childôs backpack for more  
information!  

The final Monday night will be May 20
th
.  

We would like to thank all of our Religious 
School families for a very successful school 
year! We look forward to seeing you all back 
in September!  

Registration forms for next year will be  
available in June!  

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ .Å×Ó 

https://pjlibrary.org/


Please remember to bring non-perishable food, personal 
hygiene, and household items when you come to Temple or 
Religious School. There are brown bins in the lobbies of 
both buildings.  

There are people in our local communities who are counting 
on us. 

/ÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ                                                                            !ÌÉÃÅ ,ÁÍÂÅÒÔ 

May 4
th
:  Leviticus ch. 16 vs. 1 through ch. 18 vs. 30 

Ezekiel ch. 22 vss. 1 through 19 
 
May 11th:  Leviticus ch. 19 vs. 1 through ch. 20 vs. 27 
Amos ch. 9 vss. 7 through 15 
 
May 18th:  Leviticus ch. 21 vs. 1 through ch. 24 vs. 23 
Ezekiel ch. 44 vss. 15 through 31 
 
May 25th:  Leviticus ch. 25 vs. 1 through ch. 26 vs. 2 
Jeremiah ch. 32 vss. 6 through 27 

4ÏÒÁÈ ÁÎÄ (ÁÆÔÁÒÁÈ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇÓ  



Over the past year, temple members have had the opportunity to build relationships by participating in a range of 
small group activities.  
 
Thank you to Mark Wittenberg for facilitating a series of Business Mixer Events for temple members, and their 
guests, involved in entrepreneurship. These meetings allowed for networking, an exchange of ideas, and the explora-
tion of potential collaborations. The next Business Mixer is scheduled for Monday, June 3rd at 7:00 pm in the Temple 
social hall.  You can contact Mark at 516-220-1759 for further information.  
 
Thank you to Sandy Weber for organizing the Couples Connection interest group. Temple members have met 
at the Temple and have planned local trips, such as a recent visit to the Long Island Music and Entertainment Hal of 
Fame. If you are interested in joining this group, contact Sandy at sandra.weber654@gmail.com.  
 
Leisurely Single will be meeting at Sunflower Caf® in Bayport on may 2 at 12 pm. Please let Sharon Eckhaus know 
if you can attend. Her email is Buterfli4@gmail.com 
 
Thank you to Barbara Abrams for supporting the Leisurely Single interest group, which has engaged in a range of 
activities such as  lunches at local restaurants and meetings at the homes of members for a book talk, latke making, 
and a Gather and Nosh session with Rabbi Rosenthal.  Local trips are also being considered.  For more information 
about joining this interest group you can contact Barbara  at babrams19@gmail.com.   
 
Thank you to Barbie Saslau for organizing the Snowbirds, who were able to join and participate in Shabbat services 
from Florida via Zoom through the winter months. As our snowbird members begin their return to Long Island we look 
forward to seeing them join us back at Bônai Israel in person.   

The Membership Committee appreciates the support that the interests groups have received, and continues to be 
open to ideas for additional groups.  One recent suggestion made was the possibility of an Interfaith group whose 
members might have interfaith family relationships (nuclear or extended family) or friendships. If you are interested in 
talking about a possible Interfaith group, please contact Ed and Ellie Smith at: esmith11@sjny.edu.  

Temple members are invited to join these groups as they continue to meet and build relationships within our 
Temple community. Contact Fran Leiboff at membership@bnai-israel.org with ideas for other interest groups 
or Temple events. 

Lisa & Victor Eskenazi on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Sarah 

Jake Diamond, Tara Diamond, and Melanie Diamond on the  
Bar Mitzvah of their son & grandson, Bradley 

 
 We love to wish people Mazel Tov!  

If you have some great news, please let us know  by contacting the Temple Office.  
(631) 563-1660   office@bnai-israel.org 

mailto:sandra.weber654@gmail.com
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mailto:membership@bnai-israel.org


https://bnai-israel.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/53/2023/04/IraRosenfeldScholarship2023.docx




RSVP EXTENDED 

to MAY 13 



RSVP EXTENDED 

to MAY 13 















https://bnai-israel.org/donations/










http://www.ejthedj.com/
http://www.thebristal.com/
http://www.absolutedjs.com/
http://www.photovideoguys.com/
http://www.helenkeller.org/


https://sterling-digital.com/


https://bnai-israel.org/



