


This month, we will be reading many of the early stories of our Torah from the 
book of Bereishit (Genesis). One of my favorite portions, Vayeira, addresses the 
theme of hospitality, the Jewish value of hachnasat orchim, welcoming guests.

In the Torah portion, Abraham and Sarah rush to greet three travelers at their 
tent. Abraham invites them to wash their dusty feet, to sit and rest, and to share 
a meal. Then Sarah prepares a fine calf for them to eat.

While the details of how we greet the strangers who visit us have changed, the 
very act of creating a sense of comfort, warmth, and home has not. This seemingly
 simple act by Abraham and Sarah has become central to who we are as a people.
 And each year when I read this portion, I’m reminded of how important it is to 
nurture that feeling for guests and new participants.

It’s true that this mitzvah can be more challenging to practice today. Hospitality looks different now than
it did for our ancestors, especially given modern concerns about safety and security. Yet, I believe the
spirit of hachnasat orchim continues to thrive within our community, in part because of our
commitment to security.

After all, how can we feel warmth, welcome, and belonging if we do not feel safe? Thanks to our vigilant
security team, we are able to pray and gather together in a safer space. 

Beyond that foundation of safety, hachnasat orchim lives in the small, everyday moments: how we greet
one another with warmth, how we notice a new face and make space for them, or how we share a smile
or a seat. Hospitality is about helping others feel that they belong, that they are seen, valued, and at
home.

Each of us has the power to do that. We can greet one another with sincerity, curiosity, and care. We can
be the friendly face that helps someone feel rooted in community. 

Vayeira reminds us that hospitality is not only a kindness but also a sacred responsibility. It’s easy to
forget, as we naturally tend to spend time with the friends we already know. But you never know, there
might be a new friend waiting to be met, or a new shidduch (connection) waiting to be made between
two people who might enjoy each other’s company.

And imagine if it were us entering Temple for the first time, not knowing anyone, how would we want to
be greeted?

May we continue Abraham and Sarah’s legacy by ensuring that our loving congregation continues to be a
place of belonging for all who enter its doors.

Rabbi Rosenthal’s Message
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Torah Study &
Adult Education

2025
-

2026

November 1 & 22
December 20
January 10, 24
February 28 (online only)
March 7, 21
April 18
May 9, 16
May 30 (online only)

CLASS SCHEDULE
10:00 am Torah Study
11:00 am Adult Education Schedule is subject to

change and are hybrid
unless noted otherwise.
Please watch the weekly
email, bulletin, and online
calendar for updates.

631-563-1660

CONTACT 

67 Oakdale Bohemia Rd
Oakdale, NY 11769

www.bnai-israel.org

rabbi@bnai-israel.org

Rabbi Jessica Rosenthal



Dear Temple Community,

We are so fortunate to have a very active Temple. We have a range of 
opportunities for participating: there are our prayer services and educational 
programs, special events, and many ways to volunteer and support the Temple. 
This month I would like to focus on one particular group of volunteers—our 
Board of Trustees (often referred to as The Board). Our Board members 
contribute their time, skills, and ideas, all of which I highly value and rely on 
regularly. 

The Board is our Temple’s governing body and has responsibility for overseeing 
and managing the affairs of the congregation and for setting policies. At monthly meetings, Board
members present reports and engage in discussions about a range of topics, such as: finances and
fundraising, building and property needs and maintenance, and the welfare, safety, and security of
our members. One Board goal has involved the development of a Vision/Mission statement. Following
a series of discussions that began last year, the Board (in September) voted to adopt a Vision/Mission
statement to reflect our values and purposes. A Vision/Mission statement provides us with a
framework for decision-making and helps us identify future goals. 

You will also see our Board members involved in Templewide activities and committees. All of you, as
members of the congregation, are invited to join our committees. In addition to the committees and
groups listed with the Temple Directory at the end of this Bulletin, we have a Long Term Planning
Committee and a Diversity, Equity, Inclusion Committee, and a Security Team. Please reach out to the
individuals listed in the directory, or me, if you would like to get involved with any of these groups.

Please plan to join The Board for our General Congregational Meeting scheduled for November 20,
2025 at 7:00pm. Stay informed about the work of our Board, our committees, and temple happenings
- and see how you can get involved. We are all responsible for the well-being of our temple
community.

Shalom,
Fran

Vision Statement 
B’nai Israel Reform Temple (BIRT) envisions a vibrant, down-to-earth, inclusive, Reform Jewish family
where all generations are welcomed, nurtured, and empowered to grow. We joyfully practice Reform
Judaism, the living expression of an ever-evolving understanding of Jewish teaching and Torah. We
honor each unique soul while embracing the call to make the world a better, more loving place. In
doing so, we strive to be a sanctuary of welcome for vulnerable communities and a place of belonging
for all. 

Mission Statement 
At B'nai Israel Reform Temple, we are dedicated to achieving this vision by: 

Creating sacred space where everyone feels at home—safe, accepted, and spiritually enriched. 
Celebrating Judaism with joy and wholeness (shalom), while embracing the evolving needs and
stories of our diverse community. 
Cultivating opportunities for communal and personal growth through prayer and ritual, learning,
music, and social gatherings. 
Nurturing resilience and compassion, standing strong together through life’s challenges and joys. 
Fostering connection and sacred relationships where each member is valued, and every
generation is woven into the fabric of our Jewish life. 
Embracing tzedek (righteousness), through Social Justice and Tikkun Olam
Expressing Tikvah (hope) for our people, ourselves, and the world.

President’s Message



Melissa & David Zwaik 
on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Sydney

Meredith Cooper & Shawn Cooper 
on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Bradley



As we all celebrate Thanksgiving with family and friends, we give thanks for all that we have been
given. As we do so, we must remember that there are many people who are not fortunate enough to
be able to celebrate, either because they have no one with whom to be, or food to prepare a meal.

To help these people, I am asking you to remember that giving is a mitzvah, especially around holiday
time. When you shop for your family’s feast, think of those in need, and buy a little extra to give to
others so they too will have reasons for which to be grateful. We can bring frozen turkeys to the Food
Pantry to distribute to families; one turkey feeds a large family for many days.

Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours.

Outreach Committee - Alice Lambert

This year B'nai Israel will celebrate Veterans Day at a 7:15 pm family service on Friday evening,
November 14th.

If you are a veteran of any U.S. military service, or the family of a veteran, please put that date on
your calendar. Whether a draftee, volunteer, reservist or National Guard, in peace or in war-time,
please join us to commemorate your service and give the Temple community a chance to say "thank
you." If you know veterans who are not Temple members, invite them to join you as well.
 
The Rabbi and Cantor will give a special blessing to veterans who are in-person or on Zoom. Those
who are members of a veteran's organization are encouraged to wear related insignia and appropriate
articles of uniform or clothing.

As always, families, including kids, friends and relatives, are invited to attend that evening to honor
those who have served our country.

Veteran’s Shabbat

The High Holy Days have come and gone and from the perspective of the B'nai Israel Security Team,
passed "without incident." With the support of several professional law enforcement officers and the
Suffolk County Police Department our "in-house" security volunteers were on-duty at the front door
and in the lobby serving as greeters to welcome members and guests, identify first-time visitors and
monitor the comings and goings of our Temple family.

Thank you to members and guests of B'nai Israel for your unfailing cooperation with security
personnel by arriving with tickets in-hand and waiting patiently on occasion while visitors ahead of
you were being screened and welcomed. With everyone's understanding and buy-in, access to
services was carefully monitored without issue or unreasonable delay.

We ask that your cooperation continue throughout the year and that you assist in the security and
safety effort by remaining vigilant in and around the Temple. The mantra has long been "If you see
something, say something!" Keep eyes and ears "open" particularly in the parking lot as you come and
go from services and events. Alert security volunteers to anything that looks unusual, out-of-place,
inappropriate or unexpected. Be cautious in the car, while parking, walking to and from the car, and
chatting with others out front.  Watch for our children being dropped off and picked up from Religious
School! The safety and security of B'nai Israel is everyone's responsibility.

A dedicated team of Temple volunteers has been in-place for some time now in response to changing
conditions nationally and world-wide. Newcomers are always welcome, and you can help us keep
B'nai Israel safe! Volunteers identify in advance when they expect to be available to pitch-in and
assignments are shared as equitably as possible, so no one is asked to do more than a fair share.
Training material is available, and newer volunteers are typically teamed with more experienced
partners until they are fully on-board and comfortable. For more information or to sign-on, contact
Nat Ozarin at ozarin@verizon.net or call 631-807-2828. 

Update from B’nai Israel Security Team

mailto:ozarin@verizon.net




Let’s Grow Together
Being a member isn’t just about a name on a list—it’s about showing up, speaking out, and making a
difference together. Whether it's standing up for justice, protecting nature, or building stronger
communities, every group I've joined has reminded me that real change starts when we come
together.

I'm proud to support organizations like:
The National Organization for Women
NY Women in Business
Great South Bay Audubon Society
Parent Associations at Prince of Peace and UB
The Democratic Party
The Association for Women in Communications
Women of Reform Judaism
B’nai Israel Reform Temple

Each has shaped who I am—and why I care deeply about our community at B’nai Israel.
Membership here is a privilege, though we know it’s not always easy. That’s why the Membership
Committee has been working hard to create events and activities that bring us closer and welcome
new faces.

Your presence matters. Join us at an upcoming event or even a meeting—we’d love your ideas,
energy, and friendship.

Shalom,
Suzanne Wittenberg
Membership Chair

Leisurely Single members will be learning how to make their own 
necklace with beads this month. Heide will be teaching us this 
skill on November 16 at 1 PM. She will provide the beads and all 
necessary equipment and accessories. If you have your own 
beads, please bring them with you. 

We will be ordering pizza after we complete our new accessories. 
Call me at 631-495-7511, if you plan to attend. I will give you the 
address. 

Save the date for our December gathering. We will celebrate 
Hanukah on December 7 at Fran’s house at 1 PM. It will be 
potluck for our meal. We are asking everyone to make a donation
 to our Temple Outreach. 

All single members of Temple, Sisterhood, and Brotherhood and their friends are welcome to join our
Leisurely Single activities. Call me at 631-495-7511 to add your name to our group and email list. 

Hope to see you at one or more of our activities. 

Barbara Abrams



Winter Coat
Drive

through November 28th
Place in Coat Room on the right hand side

We are collecting winter coats as well as winter items such as
scarves, gloves and hats to be donated to local organizations

in need of such items.

More Information: Please see Ellie Smith



THINGS TO WATCH FOR
DECEMBER 12: FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICES 7:15
DECEMBER 19: KID-ISH SHABBAT SERVICES
DECEMBER 13:  RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  CHANUKAH FESTIVAL 
DECEMBER 13:  SISTERHOOD CHANUKAH PARTY--ALL ARE WELCOME!

SISTERHOOD CHANUKAH GIFT SHOP WILL BE OPEN!

NOVEMBER IS THE MONTH OF GIVING!
November 1:  Family Fun Night with Hammer and Stain.  

(had to RSVP by Oct 27)                            
November 14: Religious School Shabbat/Family Service at  

7:15PM

November 21: Kid-ish Shabbat Services at 7:00PM (Grades

PK-2)

November 16:Thanksgiving Interfaith Service at St. John   

Nepomucene Church Bohemia 7:00 PM

HAPPENING IN NOVEMBER

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 5

RELIGIOUS
SCHOOL NEWS

A Big Shout out to those who are new to Religious School! I hope
you enjoyed the Consecration Service! We would like to
welcome Lincoln Lewis, Jordan Lewis, Harlow Fisher, Henry
Kirson, Jacob Reis, Julia Reis, Ellora Heller, Max Urbont, Jamie
Matza, Aaron Ridulfo

CONGRATULATIONS!

In case of emergency school closings or delayed openings announcements will be made by email. 

*(If we do not have your current email address and you have not been receiving correspondences,
please email us at school@bnai-israel.org with your current email address.*)

mailto:school@bnai-israel.org


Religious School Families
Please Join us for our 

Religious School Shabbat Service 
on 

Friday, November 14th 
at 7:15 pm

PK-2  grade students will be doing
something special

nd

All Students/Family Members will be
welcome to participate! Parts will be

given out before the service! 



Ethan William Snair Memorial Fund
Marilyn Kabalkin - In Loving Memory of my Beloved Grandson Ethan William 
Grandma - In Loving Memory of my Beloved Grandson Ethan William Snair

Help-a-Family Fund
Rochelle & Gerald Slochevsky
Sheila & Jerry Kessler - In memory of George Kessler
Sheila & Jerry Kessler - In memory of Thelma Sternstein

Ira Rosenfeld Memorial Scholarship Fund
Thea & Ken Gunther - In memory of Ira Rosenfeld, Lonnie Rosenfeld, 
Minnie & Max Rosenfeld, Eleanor & Robert Gunther

Outreach
Martin Poole - In memory of my mother, Cynthia Zalbo
Martin Poole - In memory of my grandmother, Rose Mellin
Ellie & Ed Smith - Food card donation
Mark & Suzanne Wittenberg

Yahrzeit Fund
Ellie & Robert Zayas - In memory of Roberto Zayas
Andrea & Andrew Yellen - In memory of Salvatore Zaccaro
Andrea & Andrew Yellen - In memory of Walter Yellen
Linda & Arthur Rosen - In memory of Rose DiMeo
Nadine & Asa Singer - In memory of Philip Singer
Ellie & Ed Smith - In memory of Meyer Goldstein
Trish & Rich Lindner - In memory of Raymond Lindner
Trish & Rich Lindner - In memory of Bill Williamson
Marlene Goldstein - In memory of Sarah Goldstein
Natalie & Semsettin Berhumoglu - In memory of Leah Cynthia Lane
Natalie & Semsettin Berhumoglu - In memory of Melvin Harold Lane

General Fund
Alice & Mike Lambert - In memory of Stanley Freedner
Ellen & Rich Motlin - In memory of Sidney Hirsch

Music Fund
Arthur Plutzer - On the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of Isaac Rosenthal

November 1 : Genesis ch. 12 vs. 1 through ch. 17 vs. 27st

Isaiah ch. 40 vs. 27 through ch. 41 vs. 16

November 8 : Genesis ch. 18 vs. 1 through ch. 22 vs. 24th

II Kings ch. 4 vss. 1 through 37

November 15 : Genesis ch. 23 vs. 1 through ch. 25 vs. 18th

I Kings ch. 1 vss. 1 through 31

November 22 : Genesis ch. 25 vs. 19 through ch. 28 vs. 9nd

Malachi ch. 1 vs. 1 through ch. 2 vs. 7

November 29 : Genesis ch. 28 vs. 10 through ch. 32 vs. 3th

Hosea ch. 12 vs. 13 through ch. 14 vs. 10

Torah & Haftarah Readings

Donations & Contributions
We gratefully acknowledge the following donors for their contributions to B’nai Israel Reform Temple:

To make a donation online please visit www.bnai-israel.org/donations 



HANDCRAFTED
WOODEN
SUNCATCHERS

A BRAND NEW FUNDRAISER

Here are
some
samples.
More to
choose from
online!

We are selling hand crafted wood SUNCATCHERS in 2 sizes
in time for the December holidays. The laser cut wood
pictures are backed with coordinated, colorful/patterned
backgrounds that let the sun shine in!

You may purchase SUNCATCHERS in a wide variety of
themes including Chanukah, Christmas, Love, Winter,
Sports, and Teachers.  Each SUNCATCHER comes in its own
cellophane bag with a suction cup, ready for display. 

https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser
https://www.ramseylasercreations.com/category/temple-fundraiser


Thank you to Matt Abend, Joel Silverman, Mark
Wittenberg, and Paul Fink for taking down the

Sukkah.
Photo by Suzanne Wittenberg

album‌
photo‌

Blessing of the Pets‌







The 2026 Mah Jong Card orders will be taken until 1/10/2026

The prices from the League, per card, are as follows:
Standard card is $14.00 and Large card is $15.00

All checks are to be made payable to B’nai Israel Sisterhood
and mailed along with a list of names and addresses to:

Thea Gunther, 219 Normandy Road, Massapequa, NY 11758

A form is supplied for your convenience below. Any questions, please feel free 
to contact Thea at 516-541-1332. Your Sisterhood thanks you for your support. ENJOY!

Names & Addresses # of Cards $ Total

Order your 2026 
Mah Jong cards!

The new Mah Jong cards are coming!
Another year, another challenge!

https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/z1a3x76z0pyggb6/


Saturday, December 6, 2025
ADULTS DANCE PARTY

Live Music

Dancing

Refreshmenrs

DETAILS
$10.00 per person 

paid in advance
CLICK HERE To RSVP

$10.00 per person 
paid in advance

CLICK HERE To RSVP

$15.00 at the door with ID$15.00 at the door with ID

Coffee, Soft Drinks and dessert will
be provided. Adults (18 and over)

Coffee, Soft Drinks and dessert will
be provided. Adults (18 and over)

7:00 pm to 9:30 pm

The Fundraising Committee Presents...

contact fundraising@bnai-israel.org with any questions

https://birtoakdale.wufoo.com/forms/z1lmm9721bvse9x/


FUNDRAISING PRESENTS

11/15

Gift Card
Fundraiser

IS THE ORDER DEADLINE

DON'T MISS OUT!

details are on the next three pages and
includes an order form

Questions? 
Contact Michelle Gray
917-623-5756









Do you shop at Stop & Shop? 
If Yes, you can purchase Stop & Shop Gift 
Cards from  the Temple and then we get a 
percentage back as a donation to B’nai Israel!

They can be purchased through our website 
or see Rich Lindner on Friday evenings or call 
(516) 641-8050 or the Temple Office. Consider 
donating these gift cards to the Temple’s Outreach 
Committee to help others in out community who are in 
need of some assistance.

Dynamic Chair Yoga with Bonnie Rubell

Dynamic Chair Yoga is an intermediate level yoga class held at our Temple 
every Thursday morning at 10:30 am.  

This is an active yoga class for fit seniors who want to start or 
continue their yoga practices. This class presents 
modifications for many yoga poses. Students choose the 
modifications which work best for them. This is a Hatha 
chair approach aimed at building body strength for 
balance and flexibility for life activities such as 
walking, hiking, travel, dog walking, kayaking and 
more. Special therapeutic exercises on the Yoga 
mat will address typical age-related physical 
changes and conditions. Senior Yoga is 
strengthening, therapeutic and protective for 
body and mind. It’s also social and fun. This class
 is also appropriate for all ages who want to get 
back to an exercise program after a long break.
 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
26 27 28 29 30 Oct 31 1

6pm Religiuos School 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Bulletin Deadline

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

10am Torah Study

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 Dec 1 Notes

11am Adult 
Education

7pm Interfaith 
Thanksgiving at ST. 
John Nepomucene 
Church

8pm Temple Board 
Meeting

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 8

10:30am Chair Yoga 8pm Shabbat Service No Religious School

10am Morning 
Service with Bar 
Mitzvah of Bradley 
Cooper

1pm Leisurely Singles 
Group - Beaded 
Jewelry & Lunch

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

7pm Sisterhood 
Meeting - Better You 
Better Earth

10:30am Chair Yoga 7pm Kid-ish Shabbat 
with PreK-2 students

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

7:30pm Finance 
Committee

7pm Congregational 
Meeting 8pm Shabbat Service

7pm School Grade 
High School

7:30pm Fundraising 
Committee (Zoom)

10am Morning 
Service with Bat 
Mitzvah of Sydney 
Zwaik
5pm Progressive 
Dinner (Table to 
Temple)

10:30am Chair Yoga
7:15pm Family 
Service & Veteran's 
Day

9:30am School 
Grades 3-66:30pm School 

Grades 7 & 8 9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2

November 2025

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6
9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2
10am Torah Study 
(Online Only)
11am Adult 
Education (Online 
Only)

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

7pm Sisterhood 
Board Meeting

10:30am Chair Yoga
6pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Nov 30 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Bulletin Deadline

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

10am Torah Study

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 Jan 1 2 3

4 5

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 8

10:30am Chair Yoga 8pm Shabbat Service No Religious School

No Religious School

Notes

8pm Hanukkah 
Pajamica Shabbatica

9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2

11:15am Hannukah 
Visit - Arbors 
Islanda/West

7pm Menorah 
Ronkonkoma 11am Adult 

Education
8pm Menorah 
Oakdale Train Station

7pm Sisterhood 
Hannukah Gift 
Exchange

9:30am School 
Grades PreK-2
12pm Children's 
Hanukkah Party

5pm Menorah 
Bayport/Bluepoint

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

10am Hannukah Visit 
- Arbors Hauppauge

10:30am Chair Yoga
6:30pm Shabbat 
Dinner

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

6pm Menorah 
Holbrook

7:30pm Finance 
Committee

7pm School Grade 
High School (or Dec 
8th)

7:30pm Fundraising 
Committee (Zoom)

7pm Dance Night 
(Adults Only)

1pm Leisurely 
Singles - Hannukah 
Party

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 8

10:30am Chair Yoga
7:15pm Family 
Service

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6

7pm School Grade 
High School (or Dec 
1)

7:30pm Temple 
Board Meeting

December 2025

6:30pm School 
Grades 7 & 9

7pm Sisterhood 
Board Meeting

10:30am Chair Yoga
6pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat

9:30am School 
Grades 3-6





November 7th

 Gloria Ballin
*Andrew Berch
*Henry Brook
*Isidore Cohen
*Frank Fassman
*Ida Fisher
*Fred Forman
 Lenny Garber
 Sophie Goichman
 Florence Goldstein
*Burton Green
*Louis Grushoff
*Miriam Gudesblatt
*Josef Harz
 Samuel Hermowitz
*Ruth Kargman
*Ethel Katz
*Anna Kessler
*Yetta Kreisberg
*Minnie Lavender
*Jeanne Lederman
*Frederick Lehman
 Blanche Levine
 Aaron Librett
*Regina Loris
*Cy Lowenheim
*Bernard Michelson
*Julian Millheiser
*Eliot Olshan
 Roger O’Rourke
 Ely Ostrow
 Solomon Ozarin
 Ann Plutzer
*Andy Rosenthal
*Bertie G. Schwartz
 Esther Schwartz
*Fannie Schwartz
 Burt Siegel
*Marilyn Somberg
*Janine Specter
*Rose Sugarman
 Jerome Weiss
*Alfred Wilchens
 Mathilda Zitren

Yahrzeits
November 14th

*Joyce Altman
*Dora Atkins
*Hill Ballin
*Nathan Baumgart
 Kenneth Bernstein
*Carol Blumberg
*Paul Bukzin
*Morris Butler
 Philip Cohen
*Sophie Cohen
 Alex Davidowitz
 Mark Ehrlich
*Irene Finell
*Michael Finkelstein
*Manuel Fisher
*Jack Franklin
 Morris Friedman
*Shirley Fuchs
*Bernard Goldsmith
*Isidore Goldstein
*Hermaine Hinden
*Shirley Hoffman
 David Inkeles
*Frances Kaplan
*Rosa Klein
*Alfred Leiman
 Jay Lewis
*Melvin Mandel
*Fern Nestler-Katz
*Rheba Rosenthal
*Sheila Salinger
*Nathan Scheiner
*Arnold Schrager
*Robert Seidner
*Sara Sherman
 William Shernicoff
*Larry Snair
*Janet Sonkin
*Meyer Specter
*Seymour Stolzberg
*Erika Stulzaft
*Pearl Trager
*Doris Weisberg
*Samuel Weiss
 Florence Wright
*Emma Zimmerman

November 21st

*Kitty Allen
*Menachem Balfour
*Paula Baum
*Jennie Braff
*Michael Chasnoff
*Sarah Cohen
*Martin Damast
*Joseph DeGroot
*Philip Dubrow
 Ida Ertrachter
*Gertrude Fein
 Jack Fine
*Joseph DeGroot
 Ida Ertrachter
 Bertha Goldberg
 Eileen Goldberg
*Gertrude Goldberg
*Pauline Goldstein
 Barbara Gorsky
*Milton Gottlieb
*Milton Gudesblatt
*Anna R. Herman
*Eleanor Inger
*Bruce Jacobs
*Arthur Kaplan
*Rose Katz
*Nathan Krumholz
*Irving Lapin
*Edith Licht
*Alex Lipsky
*Simon Meltcher
*Leonard Mennen
*Herman Michaelson
 Frances Monaco
*Ida Nemo
*Bertha Reisch
 Catherine Riemer
 Aaron Rosen
*Jacob Sabah
*Stanley Saltzman
*Gustave Schechtman
 Gertrude Schweibish
*Joseph Singer
*Charles Sobel
 Mary Sprague
 Sidney Tabershaw
 Arthur Taitz
*Joseph Thall

November 28th

 Alfred Abrams
*Muriel Abrams
*Julius Adasse
*Ida Bromberg
*Hyman Cassuto
*Regina Dubin
*Yetta Feinstein
*Irving Fisher
 Pauline Fisher
*Norman Ginsberg
*Rose Ginsburg
 Morton Goodman
*Eli Katz
*John Fitzgerald Kennedy
 Kenneth Kersch
 Hortense Kolker
 Thelma Lawrence
*Rosalind Lebensfeld
*Roselle Lesser
*Fran Lewis
*Bertram Lipton
 Harry Nagel
*Louis Namer
*Bruce Plewka
*Morris Post
*Irene Rosen
 David Roslimsky
*Barnett Rubin
 Saul Rubin
*Freda Rubinsky
*Morris Saunders
*Steven Schneck
*Zachary Brandon Seltzer
*Ann Shorten
*Abraham Sloane
*Paul Sperling
*David Weisberg
*Ruth Weshner
*Morton Zick

Please Contact Us
Please contact us when someone is sick or if there is a death in the family so that the Temple can
extend its assistance. Before making any funeral arrangements, please call.

See Temple Directory (next page) for phone numbers.

Condolences
The B’nai Israel Reform Temple extends its deepest condolences to the Herzfeld family on the loss of
Sherry Ehrlich-Herzfeld. May they find comfort in the blessings of good memories that will always be
theirs.



Temple Directory
67 Oakdale Bohemia Road, Oakdale, NY 11769           (631) 563-1660         www.bnai-israel.org
Temple Office, Karen Smollins    office@bnai-israel.org

Clergy
Rabbi Jessica Rosenthal   (928) 925-3279   rabbi@bnai-israel.org
Cantor Ilana Plutzer   cantor@bnai-israel.org
Rabbi Emeritus Dr. Steven Moss    rabbiemeritus@bnai-israel.org

Board of Trustees as of June 1, 2025
President, Fran Leiboff     franpres@bnai-israel.org
Past President, Seth Berman
Executive Vice President, Jay Tuller
VP Buildings & Grounds, Mark Wittenberg     bandg@bnai-israel.org
VP Fundraising, Debby Lyons     fundraising@bnai-israel.org
VP Administration, Mike Lambert
Treasurer, Jack Goodman
Financial Secretary, Joel Silverman   financial@bnai-israel.org
Recording Secretary, Barbara Abrams      recsec@bnai-israel.org
Trustees: Allison Rothstein, Arthur Diamond, Natalie Berhumoglu, Joi Garvin, Suzanne Wittenberg,
Richard Motlin, Thea Gunther, Sarah Van Keuren, Matthew Abend, Trish Lindner, Sarah Vezina, Andy
Yellin, Michelle Gray and Jennifer Diamond.
Representatives: Brotherhood: Gil Sacks, Sisterhood: Ann Michelson, School: Paige Sacks
Legal Representative: Steven Taitz

Religious School
Chairperson, Alice Lambert   (631) 589-1375
Religious School Office   (631) 563-1663     school@bnai-israel.org
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Scheduling, Fran Baker   (631) 567-1537

Committees, Groups, and Individuals to know
Custodian, Charlene Minier
Sisterhood President, Joi Garvin   sisterhood@bnai-israel.org
Brotherhood President, Gil Sacks    brotherhood@bnai-israel.org
Membership, Suzanne Wittenberg    membership@bnai-israel.org
Ritual Committee, Joi Garvin & Alice Lambert    ritual@bnai-israel.org 
Donations Committee    donations@bnai-israel.org
Landscaping Lesli Vohwinkel    (305) 927-7847    lvohwinkel@gmail.com
Outreach, Alice Lambert    (631) 589-1375    amlambert430@gmail.com 
Communications, Jeannette Berman   (631) 775-6147 webmaster@bnai-israel.org
Catering Committee, Rich Motlin

Temple Caterers
B’nai Israel is limited to these caterers for any celebration in the Temple Social Hall. Please see the
Kitchen Committee with any questions or requests.
Lessing's Caterers  (631) 277-7800 or (631) 581-0022
Mitzvah Caterers of Plainview   (516) 938-1310  or (516) 351-0661
Woodbury Kosher  (516) 681-7766
Zan’s Kosher Caterers   (631) 979-8770
Miller Place Bagel & Deli   (631) 331-4576
Pastrami & Friends   (631) 499-9537








